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he world is dying, smothered in the coils of the Wyrm. Only the Garou 

werewolves can stop it, But who will lead them? The war is on, werewolf vs. 

| werewolf, pack vs. pack. Wielding razor-sharp claws and mystic weapons, 
calling aid from ancient spirits, the Garou vie for leadership. 


The limited-edition set of RAGE features over 300 cards, all with security 
holograms. Collect silver foil Past Lives chase cards, only available in RAGE booster 
packs. Build your own custom decks, and experience the frenzy of RAGE! 
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Wizards and Warlocks 
‘he reo fe istry of sorcerers, By Bic Block 


Jim Ward Interview 
TSR rent ed speaks ou By Not Frbck 
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Casting Call: Magic Bad Guys 
‘The viloins of Dominia bit the imoginory big seen. By the Inst staf 


How valuable are your Magic Cards? 
(an you by ol shke wih Tne Wo? By eb Seu 8 


The Mishra-Urza War 
‘Ply the greatest legends ofthe postin ow latest variant for Magi. By Nichoe! Searle 
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BE Cover Artist 







Fantasy illustrator Charles 
Vess delivers this aonth's 
Mating wizards cover: 
Best known for his covers 
for DC Comics' Vertigo 
lnprinty Yess! current 
artwork can be seen grac~ 
{ng the Fronts of Araada's 


Tee Aye conics. 
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Hey, IF YOU HAD, 
AHEAO LIKE A MOUNTAIN 
RANGE YOUD BE PISSED 

OFF TOO! 

HE The Fourth Edition 
is here! Turn to 
page 48 for the 
complete list of 


what's in and 





MI Can this pickled hand be 
the key to illicit bliss? 
Probably nots but check 
out the secrets of the 


wizards, starting on page 
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Road Trip!!! 


‘Your friends from inQuest will be on the road this summer. Why 
‘would we forsake the Hudson Valley’s pleasant comthnes this sum- 
‘mes, feaving fnends and loved ones behind? Why would we nsk our 
lives and precious baggage on the vaganes of ane transport dur 
Ing the of-so-crowded summer months? Why would we spend our 
nights n hotels that refer to artfically colored water as shampoo? Why? 

Because we want people to lke our magazines, and if we can 
Just impress you with the hardships we're wiling to endure to make 
2 personal connection with you, our reades, perhaps then—and ony 
then—will we be able to return to our loved ones in the beautiful Hud 
son Valley 

You're moved, you say? You want to meet us and tell us how to. 
‘make inQuest a better magazine? You want to stomp Pat and Mike 
S. (aka Mr, Balance) and their girlie “Killer Decks"? You want to stop 
at our booth and Feed the Atag? You want to give us aMox to get 
your name in this column? You want to introduce Matthew to your 
guiinend’s gorgeous, wealthy, older sister? Well, here's where to go: 


DragonCon, july 13-16, Alana, Call 404) 925-0115 for nfo. 

‘We'll be hanging at the Hilon, Istening to blues in the Under- 
‘ground, and playing Magrc til the wee hours, Publisher Gareb 
‘Shamus, Executive VP. Fred Pierce, Mike Searle, Matthew Mil 
liken, arc | willbe there, as well as Wizard: The Guide to Comics 
Editor Bran Cunningham DragonCon is the official hone of 
the Wizard Fan Awards beginning in 1996, and has the best 
‘evening convention activites on the planet. They're hosting 
seven different kinds of Magic tournaments, as well as tourneys 
{or Biood Wars, Rage, ltumnat, Galactic Empires, Doomtroaper, 
Simtity, Iyhad, Dixie, Wyvern, Spelie, and Star Trek. 

Pack lots of black clothing and join our fends and fellow 
cconventiongoers Dave Dorman, Lurene Haines, Phil Fogho, Jeff 
Grubb, Mark ReineHagen, RA. Salvatore, Brinke (sigh) Stevens, 
John Byrne, jae Lee, Alison White, and Pat & Ed. 





Gen Con, August 10-13, Milwaukee, Fax your name and 
‘adddress to Sandy Kinney at (414) 248-7144 by June 15 for info 
If t's a game, someone is playing it at Gen Con. This con- 
vention isso big, it almost defles description. if you're a gamer 
and haven't been here, come inQuests sponsoring the first-ever 
Gen Con Blood Wars Tournament! Weill be using the TSR castle 
{or photo ops and acting like industry insiders. Stop by the InQuest 
‘booth to challenge Gareb, Fred, Pat McCallum, Mike $, Matthew, 
Mike Fasolo, and me. Oh yeah, Tim Bradstreet wall be there, tool 


In addition, Wizard Press wil aso be attending the Chicago 
‘ComiCon, the San Diego Comic-Con, and The National Sports Co- 
lectr’s Convention this summer Pease stop by and tellus what you 
think about our ‘anes we need to know! 


Wal A Kx, 


Marty Stever 
Direct Sales Manager and Cruise Director 
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In Like Flynn 


The verdict 





In the Crosshoirs 
Starting with the absolute veracity of the 
Editor’ Letter ("Please God, don’t let my ? 

rare card suck!"), continuing through the | Ne Justice for Jyhad 
strangeness of the “Ultimate Chaos!” and | In your "Ultimate Chaos!” game, it was 
the [Card Stock] “Like Rats on Cocaine” | _—_actuallya the between my two favorite 
preces (hysterically true and can- choices, jyhad and Mage. The reason 
did), and concluding with the for this: when Uno got knocked out, 
sad truth that wel all go broke had gota victory point (ander Iyhad rales, 
buying this stutf, you've hit it the predator does not have to be the one to 
actually remove is prey to get the victory 


Asar th Dervis, eo, we stoped op shoul 
son Dwarven Hal Good eth 
















Coal point..aslong as his preys reroved 
Cory Howbarger hhe gets a vietory point and six 
New York, NY blood) In yhad, one need not 
survive, one must only have 
Weoino loe the mast victory points. 
Greg Simoes 
Celestiol Korma aback, 1X 


Hi guys, pretty nice mag. Although the 
cardratngs system needs some work. Fmnot + Haan, Gop—yav'e tig at 
about to throw some Celestial Prms in my + dings ein au pec 
deck just so can have a Regrowth, et alone | ferrous. olibe 
a Karma, which should be a sdeboard card for '  Gioas Chutes & Ladders could 
a white deck, not “something that should fit five wan ond we waukh'thave 
Dicey into virtually any deck.” foown the dene 
Loved the rest, great stuff on vampires, 
the "Utumate Chaos!” article was hilanous. | Im Quest of 
(Oh, and when on page 68 you say, "Hey, ; « Nome 
cool-Dwarven Ruins is just Ike ared mana i 1) Where did you get the 
battery, ght,” you mean Dwarven Hold, eh? } name InQues?? 
Koten 2) With the Magical Hack 
Dartmouth, Hove Scotie, Cenoda card from Magic, can you change 
a mana symbol as wel as text? 
3) How do they cram all that gram? 
Deon McDuffie 
Golf Shores, AL 
1) Ward Press Publshor Gora Shomus, Associote Puh- 








Some good pits boo the rie guide nr. We've 
overded tha io soe te ocaelelywha we mao 
ttt estar cadens nko yur dk, een wh 
thee et pot of thar than. 
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Contest clues | 
Ihave afew questions conceming the | 
win Every Maxie Card” contest InQuest 
1] Fist ofall, ent will be an artifact. £ 
Wilt hurtmy chances of winning Tdon't 
get the color of arthacts jut ight? | 
secondly, can tear the picture ff the | 
front of mana car, ant atach my ov | 
fronton the noweblancse? H 
Final vl the winner receive Alpha, £ 
feta, or Unlimited cards? | 
Chris Birdibeod | 

Worren, WI 


le 


We, we a cab et ag cons Far 
th ead, or ard brs on et nds de are | 
tak ely kon aca cre ot hy nd tts 
dey co | 
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etme tyes es ey cn be big sar 
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fen itl pic rs Sa while thr ed Belo 
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Scarcer than Star Trek 
| would like to start out by saying your 
‘magazine 5 great! Good article, nice for 
mat, and great coverage on new games. 
Your price qude's the best one fe sen yet. 
Colorful, complete, and the card combos 
are teri. just hope inthe future you can 
‘expand on the less popular card games. 
The only problem se wit tes new gam- 
tng trend s the difficulty in finding single 
cards for games other than Magic and Star £ 
Trek I don't have much contact with other { 
{gamers 30 trading fsnext to impossible Any | 
suggestions would be greatly appreciated 
‘Mott Toylor i 
Boulder, CO i 


Ir iting oo gain envi As when ond 
where the set nef you, we plowing an rig 
se sa of eonventon endo m nus soni i he 
or for Ti fo ok erourdt orb gong sts. 





Trust picked up your magazine on the 
suggestion ofa frend. 'm glad Lave such, 
good frends. 

loved this magazine. From the mast- 
head rubnic to Swan Song, | enjoyed the 
slick yet ireverent presentation. The oniy 
thing stopping me fram subscribing now 
's that | wish to see one more issue to decide 
Ifyou can keep it up. 

Shone C. Proyne 

‘Ana Arbor, At 


‘Aso dose ends ots, cnet, 


Netes from Krynn 

really enjoyed your Dragonlance movie 
casting call. The pictures were impressive! 
‘The group on at fan.cragonlance has been 
working on the movie cast for months now. 
I posted your recommendations (with 
proper credit, of course). 

‘Thanks also for the info on the DL ani- 
‘mated series. | didn't know any af that. 

‘Morgoret Weis 

Cyberspace 


ey, no problem t's lost we condo one hl of 
fhe eom bot gove ws Dagnfoce 





Magic Squared 

Could you tell me what the going rate 
for Magic: The Gathering Collectors’ Edition 
‘cards? | picked up a Lord of Atlantis that was 
a Collectors’ Edition without realizing that 
since thes cards a marked card, | can’t play 
with it Are these cards worth more or less 
than other cards of the same wording? 

FAngel3 

Anonymous in Cyberspece 

ar Haw of yu wha do't kro, Wizards ofthe Coot 
teleesd Caleta ag The ataring (etsig at 
‘the Bot verso of Mog’) Tae car waren 


rd gi i though hey hod spre exer, 
exter gol card adhd Calc Etio § 
rtd nthe card bck gol. ail ord 
Prices vary frie cat bt hey nowt 

‘ar wat “alae crd go for You shuld | 
‘bbl 1 pick up ofl et och comes a 
‘mt age bat fer bot $20, tyre 
ro ourrament egal 
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‘Marcos «oy ped te ee Ho mana ood a her mona pol 
Cloeless in Cyberspace | 
Eth on atl Stor ih 10 counts anit ht it topped 
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MAGIC FOURTH EDITION DISTRIBUTION PROBLEMS 


he Fourth Edition of Magic: The Gathenng { 


iin May, it didn’t come in the quantities 
‘expected by distributors, retailers, or consumes. 

“"We got itn on Wednesday and by Saturday 
it was gone. We had to limit them to one box, 
then haifa box, and so on,” says Sharon Cieley of | 
Dragon's Lair in Austin, Texas. “Luckly, the cus- 
tomers have been patient.” 

When snQuest asked about the distribution of 
Fourth Edition, Wizards replied with a fax reading, 
in part: "We are shipping Fourth Editon essentially 
‘twice a month. We have had to allocate to dis: 
Inbutors because of printing capacity, We are peint- 
ing more Fourth Eaition on a per-month basis than 
‘with Revised Magic.” 

If the Fourth Edition does ship twice a month, 
and if distributors and retallers receive the same 
amount of therr orders as they clin the frst ship- 
‘ment, their orders won't be fulfilled for about two 
months, 

But that’s only for those who've gotten the first { 
installment oftheir orders. 

David Kulick, the purchasing and card sales 
‘manager for T.D. Imports Inc, in Canada would ke 
‘to know what’s going on with his shipment. "We 
hhaven't even seen our order yet. Not asingle card. | 
We don’t even know when aur order will arnve. 
“They can’t even tellus that.” | 

The cam of problems with printing capacity id 
not placate some retailers. “Anybody you speak ! 
101n printing aver here wl tell you they can pump | 
‘out any print run you want n under a week," says 
Rich Dorminguez, owner of The Outer Realms in 
Linden, Nu. "Why does it take me months to get 
five cases of Fourth Edition?” 

Since Wizards Is a young company, some are 
viling to give 1 the benefit of the doubt. "It's too 
‘easy to erticize from the outside without know. | 
ing the exact reason why, but there has to be a 
fair amount of trust and commitment for the sys- 
tem to work,” said one distributor. “Wizards ofthe 
‘Coast should be more communicative.” 

T.D. Imports sends its communications wath 
\weards on to retailers. "We pass along the faxes 
directly from Wizards,” Kufflick says. "We've also 
‘made ita policy to pass along the fax number of 
‘oursales rep so the tales can complam dlrectly.” 

Somme retailers leamed from shipping problems 
with previous Magic sets. “I only take pre-order for | 
about 10 percent of what | order from the dis- 


‘wibutors,” says Robert Moses, president of Chimera 
‘Comics & Cards Fond Du Lac, Wis “Ihave to put 
limit on the number of boxes they can buy.” He 
says his customers find this "frustrating." 

‘Can Wards of the Coast find a solution to the 
problem? “I'm not entirely sure they can,” opines 
Sean Schumaker, office manager for Berkeley Game 
Distributors in Catfomia. "Partof tis having them, 


| oeve, coordinate better with (card pater] Canta 


“Mundi to either give more product in a shorter 
period of time or for Wizards to reassess thet rela- 
tionship with ther to such a point where they can 
actually fulfill thew orders.” 

"I-can say definitely that 
there's a tension rising," says 
kufflick of T.D. imports 
"From our end, we're fed up 
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New Ratin 5 stem for F extracurtcular Magic clubs, which require parental permission. 
“Ihe Concord complainants told the Concord Monitor that 
the pot was “a good compromise,” but that they were 
Ma ie Pla ers; Cards: skeptical could be enforced 
But in Bedlord, Mogi’ opponents vowed o continue 1 
| gt to remove the gue tom Schoo's May Dian tld 9 
Restricted | reporter that she would flea federal lawsuit to keep Magic off 
school grounds because ts relous allusons violate the Con- 
itubonal separation of church and state. 
he Duelist’ Convocation, the Wizards ofthe Coast | The Bedard school district ended the monthfong ban 
organization esponsble or cunning Mag The Gath: | after consting wth tre expats in adcescnt payehiaty wo 
trig toumarents, has revised is player ting ster, | conche that Manic was safe for mature hte, The expats 
The new system, instituted in May withthe begining at { reportedly noted that while the game could have beneficial 
the 1995-96 taurmament season, based onthe United Sates | fects, such as nspning creat, k might dtu chien 
‘Chess Federation (USCF) rating system. The Convocation says / with emotional or behavioral problems, and children unable 
thatthe USCFlype system “should prove to bea much more { to dstnguish between realty and fantasy. 
accurate and mearingfu system forall plyes in Concord, Beaver Meadow Principal Roger Brooks sent 
Fach Convocation member wal begin playin 1995-96with | a survey to parents of Beaver Meadow student, then formed 
2 provonal ating of 1,600—an average rating, Ratings wil | a committe trough the schots parent-teacher association, 
te or falldepending on the results of matches and theratngs { "We decided to find a poly that promoted children talling 
of opponents. Unie the previous cumulatvepatnt system, | to their parents about this, and yet addresed the ise of 
morefrequent pay wil not necesarly ret gh rat- | those parents a or whatever reason, el song that tar 
ings, but should more accurately eflct apayer’s tre be expose to this” Brooks a, 
The ratings wil become oficial once players have played 
18 25 sanctioned toumaments agains ated opponents. Rt A 
Ings oe ely to factust ayo. SkyBox Trading Card 
In other recent rulings, the Duelists! Convocation recently } 
restricted Balance ad Fork. i and CO-ROM Game 
SiyBox s releasing a CD-ROM game based ona cad st 
‘The card set, Creators Eton Trading Cards due ths 
September and contains 105 original paintings of alow 
characters by Julie Bell, Brom, Dave Dorman, Dave McKean, 
and Brian Steleeze 
‘The CD-ROM game, Shylorg: Info the Verte, is ue this 
| october and contains all 15 character fom the card set. 
Irs sein the Microcosm, a icrscopi urivese. The ployer 
{sa cyborg named SkyBorg whose creator has been kidnapped 
£ by an evil cyborg, 
To rescue is creator, SkyBorg must earch the Microcosm, 
| imerating with ts denizens. Some cards inthe trading card 
set vl conta certaln codes that we the player sohe pu 
deg but are not necessary to play the game 
‘SkyBorg: Into the Vortex wl be both Macintost- and PC- 
comoatble. 





Schools Restrict 
Magic: The Gathering 


Amidst accusations that Magic: The Gathering inspires 
‘aceulsm, schools have placed restrictions on the game. 

In Concord, NH, Beaver Meadow Bementary School 
recently instituted a policy forbudding students to possess 
‘Magy ards without parental permission, While on school 
‘rounds, students wth permission may only show or play 
the game with other students who have permission. 

In ctor, N.Y, Beford Central School Disc ene ts 
30-day ban on Maxi (° Magic Banned: New York School Di 
tnct Prohibits Game," InQuest #2). Athough school oficial 
ware net availabe to canty offical policy, resents sad the 
game may only be payed on school property at supenased 
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otar Wars: 


The Collectible et — a5 — ary 


Card Game Paniccree 


This October, Decipher will release the SET suze* _1Sterk 
Star Wars Co rd Game. This game RELEASE? Joby 1995 





willbe done in sx different "settings" —two PACKAGING? —TPend bogs 


Sonia ntedate sed SUGGESTED RETATL:  S245pettnae 
one totaly new setfing cae Shadows of the 
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“It ongoing fie!" The Thing gos down in Marvel OverPowe 


Firsts 


Umbra, the first expansion set for White Wolf's Rage, will 
bbe out m August, fichard Ferguson, Brian Leflanc, Richard 
‘Thomas, and others will provide art Featuring more Garou, 
Wyrm, and event cars, this 90-card set wl be sold in 12- 
card foll packs retaling for $1.95 

“The Marvel OverFower card gamne from Fleer will debut in 
‘August. Filed with popular Marvel superheroes and villains 
like Spider-Man, Sabertooth, Rogue, and Venom, Marvel 
OverPower wil etal for $5.95 per 64-card starter deck and, 
51.49 per nine-card booster pack. Starters, which contain 
‘mainly characters, wil have 206 cards, boosters, which boast 
‘mostly enhancements, feature an entirely different set of 
182 cards. Darick Robertson, Bart Sears Studios, and Dan, 
Pancsian are among the artists, 

“The new Mog: The Gathering expansion, ke Age, recently 
‘made tts much-awaited debut at Toronto’s Canadian Comic: 
‘and Card Spectacular Competitors inthe sealed-deck tour- 
ament were able to purchase one ice Age deck and two 
boosters. The prizes were four diamond-studded Ice Age 
_medalions ranging in value from $500 to $1,000. 

‘Netherworid, the first expansion for Daedalus Games’ 
Shadowst, is due In September. Featuring art from Anson 
Maddocks, Jesper Myrfors, and Rob Alexander, these 15- 
card booster packs wil retal for $2.50 and wil feature new 
cards for every Shadowrist group. 








‘This August, Alderac Entertainment Group 
il release Legend ofthe Five Rings its fst cl 
lectible card game, The game's st in 1Sth- 


‘century feudal Japan and fled with sarmura, 
hinja, wajen, and kolat assassins, all ating 
for the throne. This 300-card set willbe sold 
In 60-card starter decks retaling for $7.95 
and 15-card booster packs at $1.95, 


Coffin Lovers 


Dark Sovereigns, the first expansion for 
Wizards ofthe Coast andl White Woll's Vam- 
pire: The Eteral Struggle, will be released in 
August. This 100-card set will clude new 
clans like the italian Clan Giovanni. You ean 
also look for new European vampires such as 
the Queen of London and the Prince of Bern. 
Darkness Unveiled, the pocket players 
guide for Vampwe The Fternal Struggle, will 
bbe available in September, This $14.95 hard- 
cover book will include new and updated 
rules, a complete card Ii 
the most interesting cards. The cover wall he 
by Dave McKean of Vertigo/DC Comics? 
Sandman and the Vertigo tarot deck 


Not of This Earth 


Mag Force 7 will release Star of the 
Guardians Unlimited Edition in October, The 
Unlimited set contains 250 cards, with the 
same number and mix as the tumited set. 
Unlike the blue-hordered Limited edition, 
these cards have black borders. 
In August Last Unicorn Games wil release 
Heresy. Kingdom Come, a collectible card game in which 





E demons, angels, and humans battle. These 374 oversized 





‘cards wil feature art trom James O’Barr, Michael William 
Kaluta, Brom, and others. Heresy will be soldin 60-card starter 
decks retailing for $9.95 and 15.card booster packs retaling 
for $3.95, 

Game Deagners’ Workshop wal launch two new products 
In uly The Regency Sourcebook Keepers of the flame s anew 
‘campaign setting for Traveler The New Era that will reopen the 
‘old Spinward Marches campaxgns. This sourcebook willincuce 
information on the Sword Worldess, psionics, and Vargr. Vis 


Stor of the Guordians wos 
ee sliin eave 
icon cord gomes, ond i's 
got now editions an the 

The 250-cord 
Unlimited Edition is due 
in October, 





Reclu fpic Part 1: The Guilded tity, based on the Yam 
pire Fleets sourcebook, is the first of GDW's “Epic” 
Adventure line books. “Epics” are three or more sepa: 
rate adventure books that can be inked together to 
‘make a complete storyine. 


The Digital Domain 


MicroProse, maker of the upcoming Magic: The 
Gathering CD-ROM game, has jumped anto the Inter- 
net. Users can dawnload news releases, demos, anc: 
screen shots from a Web site (http //www.mnicro- 
prose com) the FTP ste (ftp.microprose com). 

Wizards ofthe Coast's reprint of RoboRally wil be 
available in July. Four new rabats, designed by Phil 
Fogllo, will grace the set, and a few others are being 
rescuipted. 

Gybertechnology, a sourcebook for Shadowrun, wi 
be released by FASA in August. This 124-page book 
is filed with expanded rules, accessories, and new 
cyberware 

-MasterSystem from Sentient Software Division isa 
‘program based on West End Games’ MasterBook sys 
tem This program, for Windows 3.1 or higher, was 
designed to help game masters run their campaigns 
by eliminating the need to memonze the rules. 
‘an also be used by players to create characters for 
any MasterBook setting. 

Kingspoint 2.0, for Window-based IBM-compatl- 
ble computers, is the latest version in this series of 
roleplaying referee software fram The Role Playing. 
Software Co, (né Goldtree Enterprise). Retalting for 





544.95, the new release has increased database access 
and mouse support Designed to help GMs run aty 
‘campaigns, the program features over 260 buildings 
and 500 NPCs and can be customized far any role- 
playing system 

The Hordes, a Windows-based deck builder and 
database program wattten by Darryl Yust, s now aval- 
able on CompuServe, America Online, and other loca- 
tions, including marvin.macc.wis.edu/pub/ 
deckmaster/misc/utfties/windows/hordes zip This 
‘program can be used for many collectible card games, 
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Including Magi: The Gathenng, Star Trek- FG 
CCG, and Vampire: The Eternal Straggle. The 
Hordes gives information to help balance your 
‘cards and also analyses your deck for comp- 
ance with fournament rufes 





Technical Difficulties 


Decipher's Altermate Universe, ts fest Star 
Trek: The Next Generation Customizable Card 
Game expansion set, will be delayed unt 
August by a montvdong shutdawn ofthe Euro- 
pean manufacturing plant that prints the cards. 
The lmited-edtion, black bordered, 121-card 
set wl be sold in 15-card booster packs retal- 
ng for $3 

In Normie, the new roleplaying game from 
Steve Jackson Games, shouldbe out in August. 
This RPG will allow players to take on the roles 
tof angels or demons, Writen by Derek Pearcy, 
thus 256-page book will feature cover art by 
Jolin Zeleznk and interior art by Dan Smith 
and will retail for $29-95. The game was 
Geloyed in part by SIG’ efforts fo release I~ 
‘minati: New World Order. 

Due to problems with printers and distib- 
tutors, Apocrypy wil not fit the stores until 
‘September atthe earliest. When thys Demen- 
tua 5 RPG In collectible card format does make 
itto the shelves tl be sold in 90-card starter 
decks that include instructions and sample 
adventure scenarios. 


| RATTLETECH Fe 
They're Back! 


In August, FASA will appease popular 
demand by re-releasing the frst novel of the 
Blood of Kerensky trilogy. Lethal Heritage, 
written by Michael A Stackpole, is set in 
the BartleTech universe and reveals the secrets 
of the Clans. oe 











svecirhetning jos.) Fast. 


Poles 
fiction works. 


aie, 
tudes spot a furrisie seienae 


Star Quest af 
Fy Tal Gad endanagn) «a ~ 
Cards. Piys, expansion aers wt Ft 
standard Of spectacalarstt andi 
Reach for Star Quest his su 


sweat ev art, Thats Comic Images, 
‘That’ Star Quest 











Editor’s Notes this artide 
is far entertainment purposes 
‘only! Induest does not rocom- 
‘mend you try nya the ins 
<hscbed here For the rec, 
wv anv “uneoned ny 
thing mae mysterio than © 
‘aly hr mal atop wih 
an inepherbl meta. Aad 
‘oy, i shoe 





























a 
f 
uf 


ny Han Pots Mogul 


hy does anyone think 
kids like cutesie-poo, 
cartoon versions of 

wizards? 
A California supermarket chain sells an i 
house brand of breakfast cereal called Magi 
Stars. Every box features a diminutive wizard 

floating beside a spoonful of cereal. 
“Product enlarged to show texture,” he 
chirps. 

‘Awizard, once reputed to have the abit- 
{ty to summon demons front hell and bind 


Hove a piled imam == 


ard who could be smacked out of the 

air and crushed flat by a spoon, nor 

do they like one who could get 

winded trying to lift a marshmal- 

low. It's unseemly. 

Kids ike wizards because lads 

crave power. If you were a wie 

ard, you could bring your 

favorite teddy bear to life, And 

not just to ie, but 50 feet tal, 

able to breathe fire, and 

‘thirsty for men’s souls, 

Society, needless to 

say, has a vested 

interest in putting 

a stop to tis. 
"Wizards 

aren't real,” 

we tell kids. 

— ‘Magic sn't 

(i real either, 

~ Way except for 

) coin tricks, 

Here, let me 

show you a 

coin trick." 

We then 

show them a 

stupid coin tick 

Kids tolerate 

this only because 

they know we'll give 

them the coin at the end. 

Gradually, they lear not to ask about 

By Eric Black ‘magic but to ask for money instead. That way, they don't have 
to endure the trick. 

‘And 50, we grow up to be good citizens who believe more in 

‘commerce than in magic. All tose stories about wizards are [ust 

legends, and creepy legends at that, “Weld much rather se those 

hice Siegfried and Roy fellows levitate an enraged jungle cat,” 

the voices of reason say, “than see some old sorcerer do his 
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‘They don't know the half oft. 














NYAH, NYAH, VOICES OF REASON! 
Despite what many people think, "wizards really do 
‘exist, and they've been around for a long time. Archaeo- 
logical dscoveres, including rock paintings and carved 
totems found in soutven European caves, suggest that poo 
ple have been performing 
‘magic for tens of thousands of 
‘years. By way of comparison, 
the scientific tradition that 
denies the existence of magic 
has only been around a few 
hundred years. 

With all that history, you 
‘would expect weards to bedig- 
rifled and wise. 

You'd be wrong. 

A Vath-century German 
fccultist known as Abraham 
the Jew was the fst wizard of 
the long-white-beard-and- 
pponty-hat school. Not much 
known about Abraham, except 
that he wrote a wizards how- 
to book called The Sacred Magic of Abra-Meli, which con- 
tains such chapters as "How to be beloved by a Woman” 
and “How to cause Armed Men to Appear.” The book 
attacks spells and potions, stating that true magic consists 
‘of mystical, mathematical computations. And as we all 
know, nothing drives a woman tothe brink of "beloving” 
ike a good computation 

In 15th-century France, awizard named Agrippa had a 
reputation for conjuring demons. In his native Germany, 
rumors held that a teenage by had once blundered into 
‘Agrippa’ hidden sanctum wile the mage was conversing 
witha demon. The demon pounced on the boy and kiled 
him, but Agrippa used magic to give the body the appear- 
ance ofa natural death, While no evidence exists to support 
claims of Agnppa’s conjuring ability, he proved his mastery 
of causing Armed Men to Appear: when he publicly 
‘maligned the king's mother's grooming habits, a quad of 
soldiers showed up and arrested him. 

Giles de Ras, the 15th-centur French nobleman better 
known as Bluebeard, was a wzard of black magic: magic 
performed with evil tent, Legends cain that de Rass killed 
‘over a hundred people fr his rituals, and while t's hard to 
Separate fiction from fact, historians suspect de Ras dd, in 
fact, do some nat very-nice things. And some not very smart 
things, too, Although extremely wealthy, he was obsessed 
with finding the Philosopher's Stone, a mythical substance 
that supposedly could transmute any material into gold. 
‘The point of having the stone, of course, was to make a for 
tune, which is exactly what de Rais had beloce he fitered 
aillhis money away on shysteralcherists and sorcerers, look- 
ing for the stone. 

‘The 18th century brought the sof proclaimed wizard 
Comte de Saint Germain. Magic was very much in fashion 
in Europe inthe 18th century, and Saint Germain used his 
‘occult knowegeto exploit that fashion and gain access to 
royal courts where he sped for both Prussa’sFredenc the 
Great and France's Louis XV. Saint Germain achieved noto- 
fiety by dairing to have discovered the csr fife. The er 
was believed to grant those who drank it longevity and 
femal youth, and Saint Germain sad he was no less than 
2,000 years old. Wondering ifthe Comte’s valet was also 
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immortal, a credulous nobleman asked the servant Ihe 
hhad been presenta the weeding in Cana when Jesus turned 
‘water into wine. "You forget, si,” the valet responded, 
have only been inthe Comte's service a century.” 

The mest notonous wizard of the 20th century hasbeen 

Aleister Crowley. Crowley was 

a British wizard who received 
his magical instruction from a 
secret society called the Her- 
metic Order of the Golden 
awn. Crowey broke from the 
‘order, however, and published 
many of ther rituals and spel. 
He complained they had sworn 
hum to secrecy, tling hm that 
What he would learn he must 
reveal to.n9 man, and then pro- 
ceeded to teach him the 
Hebrew alphabet and the 
names ofthe planets. Crowley 
lived aie of excess, leaving ne 
drug or sexual prachice uns 
pled Athough he ded in 1947, 
some people sil belewe that Crowiey was fnot the devi 
‘ncarmate, at least one of his minions. Others fel his conti. 
Dtions to mage are a great benefit to mankind. 

But by now, you're probably wondenng what the heck 
wizards do 


WILL THE INFERNAL LORD OF THE PIT PLEASE 
PICK UP THE WHITE COURTESY PHONE? 

In the Wester tradition, there are two varieties of mage: 
high and low. 

High magic is the surwmoning of spirits, and there area 
lot of rites and ntuals one needs to know before attempting 
to summon. Wizards summon spirits because they believe 
the spits can answer questions about the future, ave instruc 
tion on rnagic, heal people, harm people, or simply provide 
the conjurer with a mystic expenence. And whether you 
think of spirits as angels, demons, ghosts, or elementals the 
‘one tart they have in commen is that they don’t come when 
you call them. At least, they don’t come easly. 

For that reason, high magic is heavily weighted towards 
Fitual and ceremony. Very complicated ritual and cere- 
mony. To summon a spint, wizards say you need to know 
the proper name of the spirit and how it likes to be 
addressed, you need to have memorized pages upon 
pages af commands that wil bring the spirit forth, you 
eed to study carefully the stars to know the right time to 
perform the ritual, and you need to prepare your sanc- 
tum (you do have a sanctum, don't you?) with magne rods, 
knives, censers, candles, and orbs, all of which you have 
personally made and consecrated. 

Just to make a rod, for instance, you have to find a per- 
feclly straight branch on an almand or hazel tree, cut it in 
the early dawn with a single stroke from a golden sickle 
(Gon't even sartif you don't havea golden Sickie), run amag- 
netized needie all the way down its length, stick a prism on 
‘one end and black tesn on the other, bind the whole thing 
with rings of copper and zinc, and then have it consecrated 
during a new moon by another wizard. That's so you can 
havea stick. 

‘The point of all this work is that supposedly if you put, 
concentrated effort into the preparations, the spirits will 
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come. In fact, wizards believe so strongly the spirits are 
‘eal that one of the key steps in any summoning i the 
tracing of a magic circle on the ground, Magic circles are 
specal designs that constitute impassable barriers to spit 
Als, The ward and his assistant stay inside the circle dur- 
ing the ceremony and the spints stay outside. If the circle 
's broken at any point, it can mean bad news. Crowley 
and another ward named Victor Neuberg learned this 
during a tnp to Algena in 1908. 





HEY YOU—GET OUT OF MY DESERT! 

‘One might, Crowley and Neuberg deced in sp cutinto 
the desert to summon Chorenzon, a spiit described by 
Crowley as “the dweller in the abyss.” Neuberg drew a 
magic arcle n the sand while Crowley drew a separate t8- 
angle into which they would conjure the demon. Neuberg 
stepped into the cre, but Crowley stepped into the ti 
angle so Choronzon would possess him whenit manifested. 

Neuberg started the 
Invocation and almost 
immediately Crowley was 
possessed. He raved Ike a 
‘madman and cawed ke 3 
cow ltating the woman 
Neuberg loved, Crowley 
tried to entice him into 
leaving the cle. Newberg 
refused. Crowley then 
began discoursing at 
length, speaking in the 
voice of the dernon. Neu- 
berg started taking notes 
‘on the speech and failed 
to see Crowley throw sand 
fon the rim of the circle, 
obliterating part of i 
Crowley charged in 
through the break and 
attacked Neuberg, throw 
ing him to the ound, 

‘Although he was 
stunned, Neuberg man: 
aged to pull out hs magic 
knife and drive Crowley 
back into the triangle 
Holding hun at bay, New 
berg redrew the circle and 
completed the mvocation, 
banishing the demon back 
to the abyss, two hours after the ordeal began, Neuberg 
was sick for weeks afterward 

‘The things, we only have Crowiey’s word that this hap 
pened, and Crowley was...well,a Kook He may well have 
been lying about the whole thing. He may alo have been 
psycho enough to think acting like a demon and forcing 
2 fiend to sand-wrestie would be jolly good fun. Some 
researchersin the 70s, however, conducted an experiment 
that suggests there may be more to this type of spirit con- 
juring than we realize. 

In 1972, a team of parapsychology researchers crated 
4 ficttious character named “Philp.” Their goal was to see 
«f maniestations of spins, as reported by wizards and rnedi- 
tus, could be shown to have a psychological basis. They 
invented detais about “Philp,” including the color of his 
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hair, the detals of his miltary career, and the time and date 
‘of his death, When "Philip" was complete, they attempted 
to contact him. 

They gathered regularly, trying again and again to reach, 
him, but never getting an answer. Finally, after a year, 
another researcher suggested they try some of the methods 
Used in séances, such as joining hands around a table and. 
singing. The researcher beleved these techniques lowered 
skepticism and inhibitions. The tear tried it and, sure 
‘enough, “Philip” responded. 

"Philip communicated by rapping or knocking on the 
table He was able to provide accurate details about the 
‘ume penod he supposedly lived in—details not onginally 
Included in his profle—but he could not answer questions. 
about his life beyond what the researchers had decided for 
hhim. Sessions with "Philip" were seen by live audiences 
and captured on film. 

Whatever conclusion you care to reach about 

and other spirits—whether 
they are psychological, as the 
Toronto researchers claim, or 
spintual, as the wizards 
‘lai —this case demonstrates 
that poking into the spirit 
‘world carries the risk of actu- 
ally contacting something. 

Creepy. 








How Low CAN You co? 

Low magic, the other kind 
wizards practice, Is what you 
and | think of when we imag 
Ine magic It's magic for peo- 
ple who are more interested 
in communing with money 
and babes than astral spits. 
Low magic is all the cool stuff, 
spels, potions, charms, and. 
‘curses. When you see a paint- 
ing of a wizard conjuring a 
firestorm or casting a light- 
‘hing bolt to smite his foes, 
that’s low magic. 

Unfortunately, low magic s 
also the clearinghouse for all 
that is hokey in the world. 

What is a self-respecting 
‘magic believer supposed to 
make of the Hand of Glory? 
This was a talisman consisting of the hand of a hanged 
man, pickled in salt and dried in the surnmer sun, Sup- 
posedly, if you used it to make a reverse sign of the cross 
‘over a sleeping person, you could rob them blind without 
fear of waking them, As recently as 1831, burglars in Ire 
land were caught using this 

The basic dea in low magic is that you get hold of 
something that has power, whether It's a word, plant, oF 
‘object, and then use that power to make what you want 
happen. Before I start with the spells, though, | should 
‘warm you that some of them are grass. Also, if you think 
you might want to try a “spell,” don't. The people who: 
‘came up with this stuff did not realize that potentially 
fatal diseases were communicated through bodily fluids, 
‘And we'd rather not get sued for all we're worth, 
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Boxlly excretions are believed to be partic- 
Ularly effecve in magic. One spell purports to 
sive the wizard control ever anyone he wants 
if ve writes the full name of his victim on a piece 
‘of white paper, placesit in a wide-necked bot 
te, and then pees on the paper. Anather spell 
says that to overcome a lover's reluctance, pre- 
sent him or her with hamburger patties mixed 
vith sweat and menstrual id, Always creative, 
CCrowiey devised a magic ritual to compel peo- 
pile who were bothering him to stop. When- 
fever such a person threw a dinner party, 
‘Crowley would see tot that he got invited. At 
the party, he would enter into their drawing 
00m and take a bag dump onthe floor. n every 
case, after the party, the victims never both- 
‘ered him again. 

Potions and omtments often rly on allegedly 
powerful herbs to work their magic. A tradh- 
tional love potion recipe instructs the wizard to 
take a “gil” of red wine; add rosemary, anise, 
cloves, honey, orange rind, and curn; being 
the mix toa boi simmer and stir white count- 
ing to 100; stain the mixture; reheat it; and 
presentitto the tended when sweet vapors se 
{hom the brew. The recipe says this potion shal 
not fail unless the wizard keeps slovenly habits. 
I tried itand my gulinend asked why Iwas giv- 
ing her hot, stinky wine, 

‘Another recipe promises invisibilty. The wi- 
ard is instructed to fast for 15 days, following 
which he is to get drunk every five 
‘wine steeped with poppe and hemp, and then, 
‘when the time comes, smear himself with oint 
‘ment made from hurman ashes and “nightbord” 
blood. Poppies and hemp, of course, are the 
sources of opium and marijuana, Get drunk on 
that wine after not eating for two weeks, and 
you might not only think you're invisible, but 
that you're Merkin, Jimmy Page, and Cap'n 
Crunch rolled up into one. 

Certain words are alsa believed to have spe- 
Gal powers. “Abracadabra” has been used by 
wizards fora variety of purposes Suppasedly, it 
‘an emake a cold or af go away when waten 
Hie this 





ABRACADABRA 
‘ABRACADABR 
‘ABRACADAB 
ABRACADA 
ABRACAD 
ABRACA 


{also makes a great rhyme with “grab ya,” 
as Steve Miller once demonstrated. Another 
‘gem of this sorts the palindrome "sator arepo 
tenet opera rotas.” People once believed that 
if you wrote this in bat’s blood on parchment 
land hid it under the threshold of a house, It 
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‘would compel everyone who crossed over it 
todance uncontrollably. 


SAVING LIVES BY SUCKING...TODAY 
‘ON OPRAH 

Low magic requires a certain bei nits pow. 
esto have a chance of working if you beheve 
you have successfully crafted a love potion and 
given ito the person you desir, you might start 
to eel confident that they wil ke you, and your 
Contidence may actually inspire thern to ke you 

‘Admittedly, al the bei in the world's not 
going to get anyone to do the "sator arepo" 
hhuste, but people have performed impressive 
feats of magic based solely on belie. A com 
mon form of healing among societies with 
shamans, ortrbal wizards, isthe "sucking" nt- 
ual, The Ona tibe a the southem fp of South 
‘Arneria is one culture that practices this 

‘An Ona shaman faced with anil patient wil 
put on something of a show, carefully examin 
ing the places where the patient feels pain and 
citen giving 2 look of horror at what he sees. 
He wil then massage the patent with hishands 
attempting to draw into one area, usually the 
chest, al the evl power that has made the per 
son sick. When this is done, the shaman will 
{quickly pres his mout to their sin and suckvio- 
lently. Sometimes ths slong process, taking 
upto an hour, sometimes itis very quick (you 
an stop it with the dirty jokes night now). 

‘When the sharnan is done, be pushes himself 
away from the patient, clasping a hand to his 


mouth as to keep something from getting out. 
He then spits an object onto the ground for all 
to see. Objects spat out have included fint, mud, 
mice, insects, baby octopy, and jellyfish. The 
tribesmen believe that the object has caused the 
‘ess may have been placed there by a miaiey- 
lent spirit or an evil shaman, but it out now 


and the shaman’s healing work s done. 

‘The shaman, of course, has used slight of 
hand, paling the object ear in the tual and 

19 for the nght moment to *spit" it out. 

But they genuinely bekeve m magic, and their 
root's the many who have recovered from sn 
‘ousillnes thanks to ths treatment. Whether this 
smagic or posive thnking, we are agan faced 
wit a mystery, tke “Philip” that Wester ratio- 
nal thinkng has yet to fully expan 

It seems tkely in fact that as long as such 
rmystenes exist, wizards will continue to practice 
magic becouse magic, no matter how dumb it 
may be at tines, opens these mysteries up tous 
ina way that science has yet to accomplish 

But quess you can’t really blame the cereal 
manufacturers for being cutesie about the 
Whole thing. Who would want to buy Picked: 
Hand Crunchies? rm 











A COLLECTIBLE TRADING CARD GAME: OF FAME AND FORTUNE. 


INTHE 2380 CENTURY. YOU COMMAND MERCENARY UNITS {ED BY POWERFUL BATTLELORADS. “Sthu 
‘CONTROL OF THE’GALAXY.YOUB WARRIORS USE EQUIPMENT, MISBIONS, 





‘SPELLS BATTLE AND WILD EVENT CARDS, THE BALANCE OF POWER CHANGES QUICKLY AND. 
RUTHLESSLY, FORTUNE MAY BUY VICTORY IN BATTRE Bt FAME WMLL WIN YOU THE GAME 
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“Halancing 
‘the Seale 


Someone once bet me that it was impossible to bull 
a single color tournament cleck. Twenty-two toumaments 
later, I decoded they might be night. Except for white. 

As it stands now in Magic, white Is the most pow- 
erful color, Before you start claiming otherwise, think 
about everything white can do. It has the top spells in 
all main categanes, 

‘= Land Destruction: Armageddon. For four mana it 








blows up all lands What other color can do that? 
* Creatures: Great creature 

selection, including perhaps the 

bestin the game, the Serra Angel. 
* Creature Enhancements: 

Blessing for individual creatures 

and the all-encampassing Cru 

sade to enhance all white crea- 

‘tures at once. 
‘= Creature Efenination: Swords 

to Plowshares knocks any crea- 

ture out ofthe gare for good — 

kaput, bye-bye, skip the 

‘graveyard and go grow some 

‘wheat sure, you give your oppo 

nent some extra life, ut guar- 

antee you they'd rather take the 

creature almost every time 

(Syncs keg le Rawr ype me 
Tekan 
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+ Artifact/Enchantment Elimination: 

White does tthe best—both in one shot — 

_ wath the strongest all-purpose spell 
around, Dsenchant 

With all that going for ya, how could you not lave a 
white weenve deck? 

The idea behind this pure-white deck 1s, again, 
speed, Thee’sa nice complement of dlerent-casing-cost 
creatures, ranging from the quick sing Savannah Lons 
(ut on the frst tum) to the dominating Thunder Spir- 
its (WWI) to the heavy ar-support Serra Angels (WWW3). 

Usually, you'lcome charging out of the gates with a 
bunch of 7/15, then drop in your spectal- ability guys 
(Preacher, White Knight) when you have the necessary 
mana. Keep the stream of creature rolin’-—as you pul Cas 
sade ater Crusade, your weenses will become gant, anc 
youll find your opponent dropping in life faster than he 
‘an pull cards to stop you. The best defense is a good 
oilense, so keep pushing him. 

Defense, though, 1s where you can shin. Besides the 
‘Swords to Plowshares nice for knockin’ off big, tough 
‘monsters—ancl Sip Mines—land destruction slows dvsn 
your opponent, prevents her from using panicular cob 
oFs— you've got whites secret weapon Balance. 

Balance can do so many things for you. Fist, f you 
find yoursef getting pummeled by one or more large 
cteatures, block with your smaller ones until you're left 
‘with none, Cast Balance and all your opponents willbe 

‘gone too, Poof! 
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Aso, you can use Balance asa white 
‘Mind Twist, dropping your cards in 
hand (easy with this deck; you'll blow 
through creatures pretty quick) and 
‘popping outa Balance. Your opponent 
is forced to discard dawn to what you 


have left n your hand—zero f Balance | 


was your last card 

Finaly, try sandbagging and survw- 
ing wath only two lands for as long as 
yyou can Let your opponent build up as 
‘many lands as he wants, and then. 
‘wham, hit ‘im with Balance It acts Me 
a partial Armageddon. 

‘My only caution to all ofthe above 
plays isto watch how many cards you 


have at all imes. As the name implies, 


Balance isthe Great Equalizs, but tan 
hurt youas well—never play it when you 
hhave the most creatures or lands, and 
aways watch to see how many cards 
your opponent has in hand, or else you 
‘may end up having to drop a ton of great 
stuf when alls said and done, 

“Throw in Dark Spheres and Reverse 
Damages, thus preventing you from 
taking a colossal amount of damage 
from one source—tike a Channel Fire- 
ball or a Blood-Lusted, Serserked 


beaste—and you have quite the defer! 


sive posture going. 

Shi, there are always dangers to 
playing a single-color deck. Once your 
‘opponent realizes that whit isthe only 
‘thing showing up (especially in a tour- 
rnament), she'll be able to rig her deck 
‘0 compensate, The big cards to worry 
about are Gloom, Flashfies, and crea- 
tures with protection from white, lke 
the Black Knight 


Fortunately, this deck can deal with 


alll ther. When playing black or heavy 


artiacts/enchantments, sideboard inyour 
‘extra Disenchants to get to Gloom as ? 


soon as poste. Flashes you'll st have 
to take on the chin—butaslong asyoutre 
smart and hold an extia land n your 
hhand,youshouid be abe to bounce back 


pretty quickly wth your low-casting-cost_; 


amy. (Lonce won a tournament match 
after getting hit with both Gloom and 
Flashfites 50 theres hope ) And the Black 
Knight goes down with a handy-dandy, 
‘no-creatures-on-your-side Balance, 
‘White llby ts can be a lle. In my 
ind, it’s strong enough to tly solo. 


White's so veratileon its own, andyoute ; 


always drawing pains, so you rarely run 
Into mana problems In essence, you 
have a concentration of power that'll 
leave bad guys several feet under 
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In@uest gh Interview 


Shootin’ the breeze 
ma 
with THRs creative 


head, Jim Ward. 


FA] oF longtime gamers, there are few more 
recognizable names than jim Ward's. AS 
Vice president of creative services at TSR, the 
‘world’s first and largest roleplaying game 
2 company, Ward's utuence has been felt 
throughout the adventure game industry. Aleg- 
‘endary game master and an ever-present icon at 
ming conventions, he has been an integral 
part of TSR's creative vision for years 
Married with three chileren now, Ward 
was bom and raised m Elkhorn, Wis, a mere 
seven miles away from TSR's headquarters. A 
prolific writer, he has worked on numerous 
games, including TSR’ first collectible card 
_yame, Speifie, which he co-created. We caught, 
Lup with Jim one moming to talk with him about 
TSR and himself, past, present, and future 


New Stuff 

Whar new directions is TSR moving in? 
Come Thanksgiving, we're going to have a 

two-hour, made-for-TV movie called Wildspace.. . 
Nelvana is going to do a two-hour animated 

cartoon on Dragonlance, a PC-13 feature film. 

‘They/re shooting for December, but 

MMi believe it when 1 see it 


i cll 








Hollywood has its own sense of time. 

We're working on a couple other great, 
big computerideas We had the No. 1 coin-oper- 
ated game this year—Towe af Doorn —in Fantasy, 
fend Capcom's planning on doing another for 
next year. 

We're into all sorts of media, from CD-ROMs 
to audio CDs and even on ine presences... When 
you doa novel, acomic book, a card game, and 
2 roleplaying game on the same subject, they 
breed more sales among each other. It happens 
every single te. 





























Aaa’ guest Fm sora you've herd may tines: Hoar longi the 
‘ADBO movie? 

It’s scheduled for 97, They have a script—t’s won 
derful. They have a producer and a director. We can’t 
‘name names. That's Hollywood again, but Voretyis already 
talking i up, Tha’s definitely happening, t's ust that the 
when of sin question, 


How do you think his exposur wl offoct TSR? 

The name Dungeons & Dragons s known in 99 percent 
of all the families in the United States.... Lots of gamers are 
having lots of fun on the weekends, and moms and dads 
just throw pretzels and sodas at them and can’t figure out 
what they're doing, When we do movies and cartoons, | 
think it helps legitmize the effort. 


Collectible Card Games 
‘When did you fist heer af Mog The Gohering? 

Origins 93, just before wt became famous | saw a Ile 
‘company giving out free card to their little card game, 
and nobody thought anything oft, and everybody waked 
!nght past them. They were all buying White Wal"s [Vam- 
pre: The Masquerade, 

Then Int hear anything about them until Gen Con, 
and suddenly everybody was buying thet stuf... 

“The game was alittle complicated. The rules Were ter- 
bly hard to read. | said, “OK, it's an interesting game. I 
should do well in the hobby * Who knew? 

ve played a lot of Magic 1 want to understand the 
system and what they/te doing. I can see why itwas a hit 
Itfilled a niche More and more, as we get deeper into 
the 90s, people don't want to spend time on games... 

‘When it became a big deal after August, I started wav- 
ing the red flag at TSR. “Let's get a game going here. 
Let’s make it happen.” Finally, in June [19941], we came 
out with Speltice. 
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How do ya soe tho foture of olecitle 
card games? 

| often compare it to 1974, when 
the wargame market was so strong. 
Wargames were selling on every 
topic, and then roleplaying came out 
Everyone said it wasa passing fancy, 
and now there are almost no 
wargames, but roleplaying’s still here, 

‘We want to make sure that doesn’t happen at TSR with 
this new, baby card-game market. We recognize that t's 
_going to be a new category, but we aren't going to let role 
playing suffer for it. 

‘Our marketing info says it’s cutting into the comic book 
and sports card industies... We had our best year ast year 


‘eyondSpelite ond la Wes, whats our favo 
loci card game? 

" mreally looking forward tothe Bat. 

tletechand the Tolsen games. 

Wve played some 

oortrooper and 

enjoyed play 

‘Magic all the 

time, and every 

time a new 
















‘expansion comes out, | get the cards. | really like the vark 
ability ofthe game 

If card garmes can be extremely vaned in how you put 
the cards together, that’s a gigantic strength. All the games 
‘TSR designs will have that feature because i's too good to 
not include. 


Spelifire a 
Spare come out as you envisioned i? 

Exactly. I wanted a card game that was 
collectible, that had a wide variety of 
cards...and | wanted it to key into the 
[Advanced Dungeons & Dragons] system, 
because we have a jot of ADED fans. 


How popoarisSpellite compared to other collectible card games? 

‘Spee, ast year, was Waklenbbook’s biggest game seller, 
s01n the book trade, we were gigantic. In every other trade, 
‘we placed second after Mogic. 

‘Magecisa wonderful phenomenon that is shaping a new 
Industry. We've jumped on the bandwagon big-time 
We're not the phenom, but we're in there and making a 
name for ourselves. 

Isa matter of presenting new materal to the market- 
place and seeing what consumers do with it They do buy 
‘our cards, though there’s a very vocal it's not-Magecit's- 
Junk crowed out there. Some retailers and distributors are 
also in that crowd, 

‘Any card game has to get over that iia stigma, Every 
Star Trek tan in the world bought the first-edition Star Trek 
‘cards. It didn't matter what the game was like, and that’s 
fine. We traced in on our AD&D. ness.. 

| play all the card games at least once, so | know what | 
ke, andl what’s good and what isn’t about what’s gong 
‘on out there, fm postive that Spelifre and Blood Wars —the 
‘ules and the way we put the game together—are the equal 
‘of any competition out there. 





“We recognize thot [collectible cord gomes ore] going to be o new cote- 
gory, but we aren't going to let roleploying suffer for it.” 


—Jim Ward 


Hoo does the Fc that's easy to se hig powered cards os ow pow 
ated nes affect Spline blanco? 

ur object is to bring out lots of interesting thir 
‘quickly, and get them, it’s a faster-paced game. 

There are interesting cards out there that can balance 
any card... There sno single combination, or even three 
‘oF four combinations, that will give you a guaranteed win, 
‘The balances and checks of the game are such that we 
don't ever have a problem with powerful cards coming out 
that no one can do anything about 





‘Splice ogame jn which somoane who spends alot of money on the 
‘gome has «big advantage? 

Absolutely not. Every single booster inereases the d= 
culty and interest of the game People that have Revenoft, 
Forgotten Reolms, or Draganiance cards will do much bet. 
ter than people who just have the basic set because we're 

‘constantly putting new levels into the game. 


uty 1995 as 
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Tere hoe been soe compli abot pelle’ or 
work al bing rye 

“TSR arts the best in the industry Lan 
understand the collector who doesn’t want 
tosce the same piece of art used he's col- 
lecting forindivdual pictures. But a gamer 
should love that art I's hot ts fun. 

‘We don't get complaints about art from 
the gamer. We do get It from the collector. 
‘They have their point of view, and it's very 
valid. We love collectors because they buy 
‘whole [pomt-of-purchase displays] 

‘We fixed that in Blood Wars with almost 
entirely original art, and we'll continue to 
do that. Butn Spire, we want to use art 
from things that the gamers know. We 
don’t think W's a detriment 


Thare have abo boon comple bout pining he 
edtion onthe cord back 

Weéve had gigantic debates about this, 
Everybody in ths marketplace tryng new 
‘things. We ust want to make sure thot the 


“There's never been 0 collectible dice gome. In Dragors Dice, you can build your 
‘own ormnies, much in the way thot miniotuists build ormies with toy sokfiers.” 


collector never feels gypped and is never 
confused about the cards he's getting 


Blood Wars and Beyond » 
And now you have Blood Wars, 
In Planescape, we have fiteraly millions © 
creatures and interesting battle scenor 
tos That's what Bod Wars keynto, hgh 
fear the pres 

Sa i, wee had tremendous sires, 
We sold out before we shipped, and thats 
eens ies 


How was the proces diferent from Spllite's? 
Basically, the Speltire game came out 
very quickly, and t was a game that we 


DRAGON DICE aimed at all of our AD&D audience The 

food Wars game we aimed at primanly our 

TSR: kant game add boa pranescape audience, that we have thou 
sands and thousa of Beca 

taut flys 22Nd#and thousands of payersof Because 


of that, we had a smaller focus, and | think 


tantindavoyta sore ®STlle focus gave the gam better pay. 


ht fare plans do you hve for Bld Wrs and 
Spelie? 

Speffre we end this year. We have atwo- 
year cycle on our card games: we give ‘em 
{wo yearsand put out expansons every quar 
tern load Wars case, we're gonna havea 


‘housands of ce ond sll 


hhovo roo breathe, 
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convention every quarter for a year and a 
half, and then we go on to other things 


Why's thot? 

One ofthe aspects of card garesis the 
collectibilly. If you stop printing it, then 
something becomes more collectible. 

Look atthe bigger companies, the Mi 
ton Braleys andthe Parker Brothers. Most 
oftheir games havea oneyeartecyie, and 
thenyou have t goto collector shops to get 
the products. 

This nite eyes] i an unusual 
for the marketplace, and we think it’s 












healthy. We're continually looking over that 
ndge for the next tig thing. 


Dragon Dice 
Telus ce obout Dragan Dic. 

It’s due out n August. In Dragon Dice, 
‘you rol dice, and each die 1s an army of 
creatures ina fantasy world You're tying 
to take over land chunks inthe form of dice 
tesa fast game of dice roling. There's over 
90 different kinds of de, and each box has 
18 dice, 0 you get a dilerent set of dice 
with every box 

It’s an expandable game. You can have 
whole dwar amy or an ef army or what 
ever. The expandablay and the rolling of 





the dice, we think, is going to be a real popular 
theme through the end of the year. 


You're pling exponsins for thot too, 

‘Absolutely. The fst kicker pack is an expansion 
‘of monsters and humans. The second features lava 
‘elves and the third has a collection of undead crea- 
tures. So we've got lots going in the dice area, 


‘How dd Drogon Dice evolve from on idea into 0 reli? 

Last year, a man came to us from Europe with, 
an interesting dice concept. You could pop out the 
face of the die and plug in new faces, We thought 
that had interesting game possibilities. We talked! 
to him about doing a game, but we coukin't resolve 
philosophical differences. We sald, “OK, we can’t 
have removable dice faces. Let's do a dice game 
without removable faces.” 

So Dragan Dice was bom, going from an inter- 
esting dice idea to a nocmal dice idea with a new 
twist to it. There's never been a collectible dice 
game. In Dragon Dice, you can build your own 
armies, much in the way that miniaturists build 
armies with toy soldiers, 


Why do you think’ ging tbo popuorgomo? 

It has card elements in # in puting together 
‘your own army. Ithas miniatures elements init, so 
i's going to appeal to the miniaturst. It’s a fun 
fantasy game—it plays really quick-—and people 
love ta ral dice, 


History 
How did you get involved wih TSR? 

| met Gary in 74, and he taught me how to 
play DED. sid, “Gay, we have to have a science 
fichon version of his” He said, "Wel, hy don'tyou 
vite?" So id, and Metamerphoss Alpha, the fst 
sctence fiction roleplaying game, was bom. 

Until 1980, 1 did developmental and editing 
work for TR wile vas teaching stony and Engish 
ata small highschool. In 1980, I started with TSR 
and di lots of freelance projects for them while 
working in the sales department, then the book 
department, and then in marketing. 

In 1984, lft TSR fora while. During that time, 
we invented the one-on-one book This allows two 
people to play a gamme together while they vead 
ther boos... 

came back n’86 into RSD [research and devel 
‘opment. From then tl now, te been in R&D and 
into marketing, and now m head ofthe RED group 
again. i's where thin | belong. 


How hos TS chonged since its cory dys? 

ts a business now. We dontt do produets any- 
mote just because we love them.... There were a 
Jot of wargame and roleplaying products that were 
done that should have never been done 

We want to appeal to as many people as we can 
when we make product... ’s our greatest strength 
because we do not do things that upset parents, 
Dut ws a weakness because there's an element of 
players out there that we don’t get because they 











think we're too Walt Disneyish... We don’t tll them 
how to roleplay We just present products that aren't 
as hard-edged as some of our competition's, 


You write novels these doys, 

‘Too many to count off the top of my head, My 
latest trlogy—the Foo! fof Radiance} books based 
(on SSf's computer games of the same names—<came 
‘out last year, and they've just been translated into. 
Japanese and French. All the others were game 
books. My first was Light on Quest Mountain, a 
Gamma World gare book. | did a Conan, a Marvel 
Wolverine one, and lots of others. 


‘What kindof books would yo lito wit nthe fture? 

{really like holocaust stones, so | know there's a 
couple novels there that |have to do. My big dream, 
's to do—and this sounds really yan Arthurian leg- 
lend tilogy that doesn’t have an unhappy ending... 
Al that bad stuff happened, but then there's another 
chapter yet to be seen where Arthur grabs Guinevere 
‘out of that convent that she's in 


TSR Today 
Hw did TSR grow ints the corporoe juggernaut fodoy? 

We hear what the fans are wanting and what 
they're hiking and not liking, and we respond to 
them, That's probabiy the biggest factor. 

We're also lucky in that we were the first. 
Some people have grown up playing our mate- 
Hal, and now they/re teaching ther sons and daugh- 
‘ers to play, too. 


Exocty how does 15R stayin touch with ts fons? 

We do a litte bit of everything, We da lats of 
‘conventions where we send our designers ancl edi- 
tors and our sales and marketing people out to 
Work the conventions and do seminars and talk to 
the people 

We're on three different on-line systems. On 
America Onine, we have our avn big bulletin board 
‘area. We beeve bulletin boards area big deal.s0 
we're getting more of a mayor presence there 

Fans love to write us, and we read every single 
letter that comes into tis building... We're doing five 
hhardbsounds thes year, and that’s how they were made. 
by reachng the letters from people saying, "We do 
this in our game. Why don’t you guys do it, toa?” 


‘Wt sr of goes do the employes ploy? 

Atlunch time ight now, they're paying Axis and 
‘Ales, acl they/re playing some Star Fronters—that’s 
an old game that we did. They're playing alot of 
Blood Wars and Magic. The Gathering 

{really encourage my people to look at other 
peopk’s products. We want to stay ahead of the 
competition, and the only way to do thats to know 
what they're doing. 


Whot's the ctmosphere at TSR ke? 

It's pretty friendly and open.... We have all the 
editors and desgners upstairs in Cubeland, as we call, 
It because each one has therr own cube. Each group, 
gets together once a week for meetings, and after 


puty 


Jim's Handiwork 


ight on Duss Maso 
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As 


the meetings, they have play-test sessions in which 
they play-test either their products or other peo- 
ple's products. 

TSR President] Lorraine Willams is very con- 
‘cemed about morale. Creative people are sensitive 
souls, They need a lot of care and atiention, just 
like flowers, and they get it here. 





“We are hardly ever late with praduct, and we're never 
late with mojar praduct. That’s ane thing that keeps us 
for chead af the compefifian.” 


Fr the degest 
hogan othe 
fares ples, 
ost a 3s 
cous words 


Jim Ward 


Wht ore your foes yes ploy? 
really ke Batetech from FASA. | really tke 
‘Metamorphosis Apa, but | hardly ever get to 
play it any more. I'm playing an awdul lot of Spell 
fire nght naw... There's a computer game called 
Stronghold, that our licensee SSI put out, that ve 
‘wasted far too many hous on, And there's a board 
game called Quo Vadis, weuch is kind ofa politica, 
fast-talking game, and ve played hours ofthat. 


Jim’s Job 
What's your job at TSR? 

‘As of August ‘94, I'm vice president of creative 
services. Creative services here at TSR is our R&D 
group. 

I'm responsible for the schedules and for the 
TsRline, Every year at TSR, we have a line revew for 
the next year or the year after. In May, we're going 
to revew the products we want to do for 1997.... 
‘We try to make products that wall interest people in 
the year or years to come. We got done with ’9¢ 
December, and we're starting to write those prod- 
ucts now. 








‘Do you brit for new ides, o is your obo bing other 
people's prods futon? 

“TSihas product groups, exch in charge of ce 
tain trademarks. Tim [Brown] watches these groups 
to make sure thelr products come out on time. | 
watch them to make sure the products are as cre- 
atively interesting as possible. 

‘We are hardly ever late with product, and we'e 
‘never late with major praduct. Thats one thing that 
keeps us far ahead ofthe competition. 


What's 0 type doy ike for yoo? 

Today, I've got a lot of questions to answer 
about Spelifre, and | have to work on the rules for 
Dragon Dice. 

‘Drogen Dice's ourbig new gamne for August, and 
\we want the game to appeal toa wideaudience, so 
"ight now we're working on the vocabulary of the 
game. We did a reading-level review, and it was 12th- 
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{grade reading level. That's quite high for a game. 

Milton Bradley works for a 7-year-old's reading 
Jevel when they do ther rules. We want it to be about, 
ninth grade.... You're not talang downto your pec- 
ple, but the rules then become easter to read. 

‘No one these days wants to spend a lot of time 
reading rules, They want to read the rules for 20, 
‘minutes, and then they want to play the game. 


Competition 
‘Wizards ofthe Coot hos hod amozing success: How does it feel 
to havea ire compotion? 

We love competition. it spurs us on to greater 
‘efforts. For a long time, we didn't have any, and 
‘we unfortunately stil don't have any competition in 
roleplaying. This tells us that this new category is a 
force to be reckoned with, and we have to work a 
little harder andl maybe in new ways to keep the 
attention centered where it belongs. 


1 has no competitors in roleplaying? 

| didn’t mean to say that—It sounds really ego- 
tistical, Our sakes are stronger than anyone else's, but 
[think there's fot of competition n terms of qual- 
ity. There ae fve or sx companies out there whose 
bests 2s good as our best 


Howe has TSR managed to toy ohead ofthe competition? 

‘We've spent great dea of te, money, and mar 
keting questing, if you wl to find out what that new 
‘gamer i ke ane needs. We believe if we get 100,000, 
People to buy a game, we'll get 50,000 of those to 
Continue playing Ten yearscawn the road, we'llhave 
10,000 st playing and buying games.. 

‘We have seven different fantasy trademarks... 
You're casting your ine out wath diferent kinds of 
bait to appeal to different kinds of people 

‘Anyone who likes hotror has a good chance of 
liking our gothic horror hine, Ravenloft. Forgotten 
Realms 1s our heroK., hackand-siash world where 
yyou bash down the door, you kil the monster, and 
‘you find the treasure, Dragonlance is Kind of our 
high soap-opera game in which honor and glory 
mean much more than treasure, 


{ast question: Whos the mest exclng prospect hs stil in 
tho iti sige of development? 

How can Ido this and not give anything away to 
the competition? 

Anew form of roleplaying, based on an old TSR, 
trademar, that we're gang to have come outin 96, 
Ie wil allow you to roleplay in a whole new inter- 
esting way that’s never been seen before, 4) 


eat otc ofl mt nd ae grok “utr aff 
‘th’ en led by re cmp fa cat 
ects craw we om Amy a, ch, re 
they somes deaf wot les 





11-578 


Bronze Dragon 


Amethyst D 

“2 a jethyst Dragon 
$59.95, $9.95 
Takhisis, Queen of Darkness 





Ral Partha is proud to bring one of the great villains of the DRAGONLANCE® Realm to 
+, Takhisis, Queen of Darkness, is one of the 


horrendous life! Sculpted by Genius Tom Mei 


"Big Baddies' of all time and is available from Ral Partha Enterprises for only a limited time. 
Cast in Ral Partha's finest Pewter; 5,000 copies of this incredible piece were made available 
worldwide. That's right...were. There are currently less than 400 available for sale before 


this premiere piece is gone forever. Pick up the phone and order Takhisis, or any of our 
new Dragon pieces, today. 













‘TO ORDER OUR PHOTO CATALOG: 
‘CALL TOLL FEE IN THE USA OR CANADA, MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY, 
‘8:30 TO 5:00 EST, 1(800) 543-0272 OR SENO $4.00 TO: 


RAL PARTHA ENTERPRISES, INC. 
5938 CARTHAGE COURT 
CINCINNAT, OH 45212-1197 


PHONE: (513) 631-7335 FAX: (513) 631-0028 







a 





RAL PARTHA 
Visa, Mastercard, Discover, American Express & Diners Club Accepted. 


[ADVANCED DUNGEONS & DRAGONS and DRAGONLANCE ate registered trademarks 
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ys ‘1 > (One winner) 
One fn its it big ond tes home an IBM-campatibl CD-ROM drive ond a copy 
of MiroProse's Magic: Tho Gathering camputer gamel 


Fir5} 'PYI*D (ve vimes) 
Five runner-ups htt olmast as big when they walk away wth a apy af the 


MicroProse Magic: The Gathering computer game! 








You've been heoring obout it far manths naw, 
ond the muct-bollyhoued Magic: The Gathering gone 
is finaly ready to ship. But your pols over ct IVEierorrose ond 
InQuest know thotala thot Magic-related stuff sels 0! quick, 


so we've teamed up ta moke sure you con get your grubby lil pows on it. 


Since the prizes we'te giving owoy ore mondo cool, you've gatio be 
wandering what hoops we're gonnd make you jump through to 
‘win. But y'see, you hale donext to nothing to enter this 
Sweet contest! 


1 loth irPrse Hogi Indus cnet ent form below, slpitnon ena ond i thot oy oa: 
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yOtflelal MicreProse Magic InQuest 


Contest 


c/o Wizard Press 
P.O. Box 118 
Congers, NY 10920-0118 


Entry Formy 


This contest expires July 31, 1995— 
quit tappin’ your mana ond get movin’! 
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By John Seals 
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Lubrzycki 


(chest ey bu) 








‘ow he prs “el wots 


scary fara you ge pays out 





the, bt sumtin isd 
ty spndenogh te th 
Seok wn," you ght mest 


| oi osontng. Ty 


all Magic cards 
Pephaee U.G. sere. ates 


The MeBurger’s mongers ot impressed by Johns plight 
Jahn aps th one, an oa. 









ome people will do any- 
thing for a buck. Across 
the river from me, 
Minneapolis, there's a 

pick up. 





‘each week. |, on the other hand, 


currene 9) ave high standards when it 
© comes to what tt do for eas, 


So when the frenzied folks at 
InQuest said, more or ess, “Hey Seals, do 
yawanna make a fool out of yoursel? We'll 
pay yal" of course accepted. | mean, a big 
‘guy like me's gotta eat. 

The dealsthis: those Magic: The Gath: 
fering cards you're holding in your lite fin- 
{gers are gaining value lke crazy. Prices of 

some of these Ite 
beauties are over 
the “magic” $100 
mark. The staff at 
InQuest wondered, 
and got me to find 
ut, if these values 
‘meant anything in 
the “real world.” 

Iwas to take 2 
bunch of Magic 
cards around to 
different busi- 
nesses, accompa- 
nied by hard-working—and slightly 
embarrassed, I'm sure—photogs Jim and, 
Mary Zubrzycki (pronounced Smith), and 
see if anyone would trade real goods and 
services. | give you a Goblin Balloon 
Brigade, you give me a hot dog. Got it? 
Good, let's do it 

The first place we ted was the neigh- 
borhood McBurger’s. It was early, and 
Wwe wete thirsty, so | decided to see if | 
could pick up three hot cups of coffee in 
‘exchange for three cards with a market 
value of about a dollar each. Since a cup 
of joe was about 69 cents American, | 
figured we were a shoo-in. Wrong. 

{8s soon as Jim and Mary pulled out 
the SLRs (their cameras, game boys), the 





Mickey B employees freaked. In about 
15 seconds, a manager was upon me 
demanding an explanation. 

“why? he asked. 

{was stumped. But I managed ta stut 
ter out an explanation anyway. 

He just smiled at me. 

“Ok, Illup the ante,” I said nervously. 
“"Iwo $1 cards for each cup of coffee And 
| promise not to sue you Guys i spill it" 

“*Why?" he asked again. 

| ied my best to explain the subtle 
‘nuances of what twas trying to achieve. 
He didn’t budge. Frustrated, we headed 
down the street to Burger Palace. 

Burger Palace may have beat 
Mefuurgersin recent taste tests—athough 
I can’t figure out why these so-called "taste 
tests" never track down a eal burger chom- 
peer like me for an opinion —but Burger 
Palace is no more interested in trading 
Magic cards for java than MeBurger’. This 
time, we avoided the manager, but the 
cashier, weating Madonna's concert radio 
headset, was notin the mood to barter. 

“don’t think so," he said. 

“But there's Remove Enchantments 
and Reverse Polarity cards here,”! 
implored 

“4 don’t collect them, and that'll be 
52.79 for the coffee." 

“But what if | spill that hot coffee by 
accident,” I said, raising my eyebrows 
knowingly. 

“Sorry, not interested.” 

| paid up with real greenbacks and we 
moved on. 

Just so the rest of you know, out here 
In Minnesota the winters are rough. We 
do a lat of things indoors, ike baseball, 
football, and even soccer (shudder) One 
Of the other things we're forced to do 
indoorsis tan. When you only get about 
45 minutes of sun a year, you do what 
you gotta do. 

So we sauntered over to Ray's Tan- 
ning Salon, prepared to wheel and deal 
for some of those precious ultraviolet rays 


uk fc Win teed 

















that are so rare in the Great 





‘Nobody said it wos Northwest. 

jing ta be easy. Phil, the amiable clerk, was. 
toe lend ian taken aback by all the photo 
sits curbside ponder {quipment|im and Maryhad and 
ing bis nexi move, by their less-than-successful 


: attempt to appear nonchalant in 

theroughly 6 footby-6 foot ofce. 

(Hey, don’t worry, people's 

Hey, [con see names have been changed to 
through ihings! protect us from legal hassles) 

Phil was sort of confused by 
the whole deal. 

“A magazine about cards?” 
he asked 

“Not just about cards but 
gaming too," | amplified. 

‘Nice as he was, Phil couldn't 
trade any tanning, even when | 
offered a Mind Twist, value $6, 
fora hal-hour of tanning, value 
$4.50 plus tax, He did show me 
3 tanning bed and let me try on 
some cool yellow goggles, 
‘though. 

On the way out | ned to stuff 
2 Fungusaur cod into one of those 
“ron your honor” candy dlsplays 
in order to score a pack of M & 
MMs, bur the slot was too small 

‘we were beginning to think 
| no-one would trade these cards 

for anything of value. | thought 

about offering a Helm of 

CChatzuk to a guy we saw dink: 

ing from a brown paper sack at 

a bus stop, then decided that 


omens 


this was a fine | didn’t want to 


cross. Yet. 
Next, we strolled into @ 
neighberiiood comer conve. 
nience store, the kind usually 
staffed by pimply, overweight 
high school students. igured— 
and don't take offense here, gen 
tle reader—these guys would be 
Ikely to trade for Magic cards! 
To my chagrin, the cashier 
was an older, sour-faced lady 
‘who wasn’t interested in swap- 





seemingly sue habe or Maile, te al aeinee 
stron ag ses John and his wey vee 


ping an Air Elemental for a cou- 
ple of packages of “low-fat” 
(eah...right) Twinkies. 

She was aided in her refusal 
by her husband, who was, in my 
humble estimation, about 350 
pounds. There was also some 
other smelly guy in an even 
smellier trench coat who looked 
ready to pull out an Uzi and 
spray the place with bullets at 
any moment. Geez, isn’t the 
post office open on Saturdays? 

Discouraged, we analyzed our 
strategy. Where could we go to 
find people likely to know what 
‘Magic cards were? A place where 
the clientele would appreciate 
what we were trying ta do. A 
place where game heads would 
drool at the chance to get their 
mitts on the hottest thing since 
nine-sided dice... 

“The arcade!” | shouted, 
“Let's go to the arcade!” 

‘50 we went to a mall. Since 
certain things are best forgot- 
ten—our visit to this mall being 
one of them—we'll ust call it 
Anymall, located somewhere in 
Anytown, Minn. 

‘When we arrived at the Any 
town Arcade, Bhan, the incredh- 
bly crabby and apparently 
angstridden clerk, was not only 
rude but practical as well 

“Trade cards for tokens? Even 
if L could | wouldn't. Tokens 
aren‘t real money either.” 

As Jim and Mary snapped 
away, he started waving his 
arms, “I don’t want my picture 
inno damn magazine, either!” 
he added. 

twas this commotion, along 
with the popping flash bulbs, that 
attracted the mall's resident 4- 
foot-6-inch security guard. He 
‘came up to me and asked what 
{was doing. I squinted at his bat- 
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tered nameplate, but the only letter I could 
make out was “L.” After hearing my story, he 
decided it was time to enforce an obscure mall 
ordinance. 

‘"You're going to have to leave," he said 
between mumbles into his walkie-talkie, “No 
photographs without prior management 
approval.” 

“You're kidding me," | protested. 

“No, 'm nol,” he said, fin- 
gening his can of Mace. 

We gathered up our gear 
and walked, heads down, to 
the parking lot. 

Looking dejectedly at Mary 
and fim, l opined, “I must be 
the oldest guy in history ever to 
Get kicked out of an arcade.” 

Both of them had a look 
in their eyes that seemed to 
say, "wonder if we can rene- 
gotlate our price for this?” 

‘Our next stop was Com- 
puterville, where the clerks 
‘were more worried that our 
pictures had caught one of 
them without a tie and that 
their boss might see it 

“Relax, does your boss 
read! inQuest?" | asked 

"Starquest?*said the 
clerk 

“No, inQuest, InnnQuest," 
| replied, beginning to won- 
der if it wasn't too late for me 
to renegotiate my fee. 

"guess not,” sid the tieless 
uy nervously. 

“See, nothing to worry 
about,” | replied. “What do 
yassay, one Jandor’s Ring and 
‘one Jandor’s Saddlebags, 
street value 20 bucks, for that 
funky pink Itza Remote uni- 
versal remote?” 

No can do,” he said 

“What up the ante? I 
throw in an Orcish Artillery 
and a free Resurrection," 1 
‘countered, figuring anybody 
‘can use a free Resurrection, 
Ban, tohten up! "You could ty all day and 

| still couldn't do it,” he said, 
adjusting his tie. 

‘is that a clip-on?” | asked. 

Six places and absolutely no one was will- 
ing to give me anything, Could it be that these 
«cards have no real value? Could it be that price 
{guide prices are bogus? Could it be that you 
should play the game, trade the cards, and for- 
get about how much they're worth? Say, is 
that Ore General green? 

(Qur next stop was Old Mildew’s,afine local 
bookstore that actually sold Magic cards. Craig, 


the store manager, recognized the cards ime: 
diately and offered to trade. 

"A Jandor’s Saddlebags and a Jandor’s 
Ring... huh,” he said, staring at the cards. 
“Yeah, I'l trade you for...uhhh...this sack of 
Poss!” 

|was taken aback. If there's anything | think 
‘of as worthless in this world, it’s discarced mil. 
bottle caps. Why not collect old embossed nap- 
kins? Sheesh, 

But this was no time to get high and mighty. 
“Deal | said, elated to be able to make a trade. 
Walking outside, fingering my huge sack of 
POGs, I realized I'd just gotten 
my nephew’ birthday pre~ 
sent. At no charge! | 
started rethinking my 
stance on both Magic 
cards and POGs. 

Maybe our luck 
had changed. tstroled 
into a floor-covering 
shop, Floor Furnishings, 
and began haggling with 
sales consultant Mitch over 
a particularly nice-looking 12- 
inch-by-12-inch piece of kitchen 
Ceramic tle, The tlle cost $5.49, s0 | proposed 
a swap for a $6 Lurker card. To my surprise, 
Mitch accepted. 

“Sure," he said looking at the card. 

Since | can‘t pass up a bargain, | immediately 
offered Mitch the whole box ithe'd remade the 
bathroom at my house. 

He politely refused, but agreed to pose for 
a tumphant victory shot with me. 

Flushed with success, asked Mitch if he knew 
anybody else who would be “stupid, err, uh, 
willing” to trade 
stuff for cards. 

“Try Dertick 
cover at the Quick- 
Signs store,” he 
suggested. 

Burciened with 
all our booty, we 
trundied into 
‘QuickSigns. Der- 
rick was reluctant, 
to help us out, 
but, in the Min= 
nesota tradition, 
was too nice 
actually to refuse, 

He had some 
poignant com- 
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mentary on the Felng te bat efter fie strikeouts 
feat value of ob eqrmararan, Jl has 
Magic cards, toCompuevile, 


though. “Let me 
see if | have any junk around here to trade you,” 
he said, going through a stack of posters. 

He came up with a sign that said 
"Twin Cies.” 













what's it 
worth to ya, Der- 
rick?" lasked. I sensed 
the opportunity to make 
a real deal 

“Nothing, really, the guy who ordered 
it never came in and picked it up.” 

I settled on a Wall of Water; Derrick was 
reluctant to take home “weird ones” to his 
Fis 

I: was.ll downhill from there. Used sports 
‘equipment store Dusty Sports refused to 
swap any number of cards for a cool old 
‘catchers mitt or evena dirty old bike helmet. 

“heard about these cards on the news,” 
sald Keith from behind the register. “Some 
kid in Minneapolis got beat up for these.” 

IVs a sure thing those litte hooligans 
never tred to swap the cards anywhere, 

Nearby liquor store The Vineyards also 
balked at trading cards for anything, Even 
2 $5.79 bottle of Tott’s champagne was 
‘out of the question. 

“"No way,” manager joanna said, snatch- 
ing It from my hands. "I want my cham- 
ppagne back.” 

“But they're worth a lot of money,” | 
argued. 

“Not to me they aren't,” Joanna snorted. 

‘And so it goes. 

We leamed several things from our lit 
tle exercise 

First ofall, n the day-to-day world of 
business, your Magic eards ain't worth did- 
dly. No matter what the price guides say. 

Secondly, some stores, and store man- 
agers, are 100 tight-assed to have a litle fun. 

nally, if you collect Magic cards and 
play the game, more power to you, It looks 
Kind of wild to me and I think t might be 
fun. Don't let anybody tell you tisn’t These 
cards are meant to be fun. Gotit? 
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Transmogrify This 

















Ml Hope Ashnod never 


had any pet ha 


Peculiar and powerful uses 
for some of Magic’s more 


versatile cards. 


The element of surprise I's the most important 
part of Magi: The Gathenng (next to having fun and 
nat being pompous as) Buti a day and age with 
here of Meg players who can recite rom memory 
every card by cole, casting cot, and power, coms 
hae and harder to eatch your opponents ith ther 
pants down. 

ethaps you're not looking at your Magic cards the 
way you should be Odds are you've seen mary cards 
played only one way-—but that isn't necessary the 
only way to use those cards. 

While some Magic cards are beter than others, the 
best carishave mubiple uses One the most under 
used cards—despite being superuseful and versa- 
tile—is Ashnod’s Teansmogrant. I's @ neat fr 
‘one-casting.costartfact rom Antquitis tap and sac- 
rice to make a target non artifact creature an art 
fact creature witha +1/4% counter until the end of 
the game. 

Sound neat? It's. Yetin those rare instances when 
Wve seen it used, t's always used prematurely and 
comes nowhere near is full potential A player wl 

cast it then immediately sacifice 
itto boost creature. My efec- 
tne, but oh 50 predictable 

Since its abify can be used 
asa fast fect, don't use i right 
away unless you desperately reed 
ft Letitst Your opponent should 
promptly forget about that 

And that's when 
the fun begins. 

Now thn about it. The Trans 
‘mogrant’s power sa fast effect, 
and can target almost any crea 
ture. If used properly, this card 
«an be the death knell for your 
‘opponent! At any time, a non- 
artifact creature can become a 
41/41 artaet creature! Think of 
the possibties 

Ummm... 6am make my 
Serra a 5/5 and attack. That’s 
‘004, right?” 

No, Well, yeah, a 5/5 Serra's 
‘good, but too predictable Your 








INQUEST 


‘opponent will se it coming and begin plannung her 
demise. To get tre most bang for your buck, exam- 
‘ne all the properties of the mighty Transmogrant. 


TIMING IS EVERYTHING 

During combat, after blocking has been declared 
but before damage has been assigned, transmogrity 
your creature and add an unexpected 1/1 to your 
Center If used correctly, that should toast your oppo- 
nents blocker and keep your creature alive. 

Someone just Terror your creature? A fast-etfect 
response that tums your creature nto an artifact erea- 
ture (.e,, immune to Terrors) means your opponent 
just wasted a very clutch spell. 


PRESTO CHANGE-O 

Now that your creature is an artifact, what new 
and exciting things can it do? Well think about spells 
that deal with arbfaets. 

Now that your, say, Serra is an artifact creature, 
you could Copy Artfact her. Can you say two 5/5 
‘untapping flyers? Both could be healed by the Argi- 
‘van Blacksmith, Somebody tries to Disenchant one? 
Just Hurkyi’s Recall ‘em back to your hand. You'l lose 
the Transmogrant effect, but Serra'll ve to fight 
‘again. And what about that nasty Abyss spell? Sac- 
tifice a non-artifact creature every tutr? | think not. 
Ashnod's Transmogrant gets around that, too! 


SHARE AND SHARE ALIKE 

But ey, the Transmogrant can target any cre 
ture—so why not throw mon your opponent's 
creature? 

“nBut that give him 3.61/61 bonus” 

Hey, relax. You'd only do it f you had an ace 
up your sleeve. Now you ean Drsenchant or Crum- 
ble that troublemaker, tap ie with a Relic Barrier, 
destroy it wath a Seavenger Folk, COP Artifact it 
when it attacks—or, best of all, cast Steal Artfact 
and swipe i. What fun. And your opponent wall 
never see it corning! 





THE REPORT CARD 

‘Now do you see why tis cardi s0 great? Since 
it’san artifact, it ean fit into virally any deck, ithas 
A superiow casting cos, i's incredibly useful bye, 
and when combined with the effects of other useful 
‘ards, it becomes devastating, Overall. an Av card. 

‘and Ashnod's Transmogrant Is only one card. 
Ifyou st down and caretuly expire all the pow 
«xs of certain cards, your opponent should find a 
fonce-familar game taking some dangerous, exe 
ing new turns.) 
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‘How true. If you wont fo get your grubby paws on thot roost excéllent bridge crew set, you've gotto dig up the 
weirdest Stor Tok memorbilo on the pont, photograph ond send the picture into us. No Plats, pleose— 
nd remem to focus! youre no An Ado, you cn send us ono picuring the produ. Hel, wel even tke 
shots fvoguly Sor Tekeloed lems ike Wil Shotner record olbums ond DeForest Keley home enema kis. 
Thee’ only two rules: it hos to be wird, ondjt hos o be o reo produc No homemade junk. 

So ofr you've scoured th lone phtogrohing the eo ofthe wed Stor ek crop cop flout te Oil 
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Nighttime 


How To Play 

Tell me it wouldn't be cool to play Urza in the battle 
to end all battles! For that matter, how about playing 
around with some of Ashnod’s bizarre equipment or 
being in charge of Tawnos' vast arsenal? 

‘Well, now you can do just that. Here’s our Magi van | 
ant, for use with the Antiguities expansion set Ifyou don't 
have all the cards, don’t worry about it—play with what 
you've got, use lots of Revised and Fourth Edition cards, 
‘ait for Chronicles reprints, whatever. Just have fun! 





Setup: First, you have to choose two teams of three 
for Emperor-style play. One side will be Urza (the 


Emperor) and Tocasia and Tawnos (his Generals), while | 
the other will be Mishra (the Emperor) and his cohorts | 


Hurkyl and Ashnod (his Generals). 

‘Once you've chosen your character, check out the 
<lagram on page 46. \fa card appears under your chat- 
acters name, you must put atleast one andl at most four 
copies of that card in your deck. if a card i bsted for 
another character, you can’t use it 

To round out yourdeck, use cards from Mage’ basic 
set (the Fourth Edition, although Revised cards are fine, 
cards that originally appeared in Antiquities are out) You 
‘an only use ane of each basic card, Why? Because you 
‘get more variety that way. 

‘When you're ready to play, pick your seat according 
to the dlagram on page 46 


Emperor Rules: Emperor pits one team against 
another. The Emperor sits in the middle of his team, 
while the players to etther side are considered Generals. 
In this version of Emperor, one team goes first (all three 
players draw at the same time) and makes all its plays. 
‘When they're finshed, 1s the other team’s turn, Turns 
alternate back and forth, 

‘player may only attack the enemy opposite him, at 
the outset, Tocasia may only attack Hurky/, and Ashnod 
only Tawnos. An Emperor may not be attacked unless one 
(of his Generals has been eliminated. If Ashnod eliminates 
Tawnos, Ashnod, and only Ashnod, can attack Urza 
Mishra can sill support his General, but he cannot attack 
Urza unless Ashnod falls. 

“The Emperor can do alot of special things. He can look 
at his Generals’ hands, discuss strategy, and coordinate 
the play of cards. A General, however, cannot look at 
anyone's hand but her own. 

The Emperor can also pass creatures to his Generals 
The first turn an Emperor summons a creature, it must 
stay in his teritory; however, anytime after it becomes 
“active” the following tum and as long as it’s untapped, 
he can send that creature over to a General, Passing & 
creature does not tap it, but does give tt "summoning 
sickness"; it may be used for defense, but can’t attack or 
Use special abilites that require itto tap. 

Passing can be done any time during your team’s, 
tum, Should a General die in defense of her Emperor, 
any creatures owned by the Emperor return to play in 
front of him, tapped or not as they were just before the 
General died Generals may not pass creatures to each 
other or to an Emperor, even creatures that were orig- 
\nally summoned by that Emperor. 














Spells or effects that normally target all opponents, 
like the Black Vise, may only targeta single player, who 
| must be named as soon as the spel is castor effect gen- 
| erated. If the target players killed, the effect may not 
| be retargeted;itjust hangs out, useless. Emperors can't 
| be targeted by damage-causing spells..unless one of 
| their Generals is knocked out, and then they‘te fair 
game. Otherwise, spels and effects are played as normal. 
IF anything else comes up that’s out ofthe ocdinary, 
play by your own house rules 





Resources: You're fighting a war, and can only draw 
upon a limited amount of resources. Each player begins 
with 40 resource points. For each point of mana you use, 
subtract one point from your available resource total, I 
you summon an Air Elemental, you lose five resource 
points, no matter if you tap five islands or three islands 
and a Sol Ring, 

When you run out of resource pots, you've run out 
of supplies—depleted your kingdom, ruined the rain 
forests, sucked the magic dry—and you can't bring any- 
thing new into play until you heal your domain and gain 
back resource points 

Since resources are closely linked to healing, resource 
points can be won or lost through life-changing effects. 
Instead of taking life from cards lke Stream of Life or 
vary Tower, you can choose to gain resource points 
equal to the amount of Iife that effect would normally 
have gven. 

Similarly, damage to players can be used to elimi- 
nate resources. Instead of dealing physical damage, a 
Lightning Bolt or attacking Juggernaut can knack off 
resource points equaling the amount of damage it would 
otherwise have inflicted. Upon attacking, you must 
declare whether you're targeting the player or her 
resources, because damage done to resources cannot 
be prevented by spells such as Circles of Protection or a 
Guardian Angel. 





Strategy: The addition of resources changes multi 
player Magicimmensely. Fst off, fast mana can speed 
{you early on, but may not be cost-effective inthe long 
run. A Sol Ring can be played quickly, but stil costs you 
two resources every time you use it A Dark tual actu- 
ally costs you four resources (one forthe swamp you tap, 
plus three more for the Dark Rtual-generated mana) for 
three mana; once again, it may help get something out 
‘quickly, but could hurt later on in the game A Basalt 
Monolith i ternble—it costs you three when you use it 
and three to untap ita total of six resources spent for just 
three mana 

As far as gaining resources go, tapping 10 mana into 
a nine-pomnt Stream of Life snot cost'fective when 
used on yourself though it a way of "shang resources 
with your teammates: A Healing Saive, however, can be 
2 cheap method of gaining resourees—one mana for 
Uhree resources mearis a net gain of two resources. 

Conversely, Lightning Bolt depletes someone else's 
resources even quicker than your own, Remember that 
if you choose to have Fireballs, Disintegrates, and Hur- 

nes dissolve your opponents’ resources, they don’t 
any actual damage, and, in the ease of Huricane, 
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cost all players the same amount of resources—except 
you, who lose resources for casting the spell and from suf- 
fering its effects, 

Counterspell, Mana Short, Paralyze, Power Leak, and so 
(on are all great spells that waste your opponents precious 
resources. Watch out for artifacts and enchantments wath 
high activation costs. Jayerndae Tome may get you that extra 


Game Set: 





TO<ASIA 
ace eos 
‘magelin Clk «Coral Heim 
Dampng Feld» Gapesot Copa 
Haug Wind «Ont 
Hafasan Ceri = Paesech 
Pres of awgioth «Sch 





~ WREYL 
Cots ofa 
Daa’ Restoration 
Dwarven Weapanstith 
Feldn’s Cane Gate to Phyrexa 
Goblin Atians Hugs Real 
Mls «Sage of Lt Nam 
Shp Mine «xeric Poltngest 





Atog * Amulet of Kroog 
‘Crumble * Glasses of Urza* Jalurn Tome 
Mighistone * Obelisk of Undoing 
‘Omithopter * Power Artifact * Rakalte 
Tablet of Epityr * Tetravus 
Urza's Avenger ® Urza’s Chalice 
Urza's Miter ® Urza's Mine 
Urza's Power Plant + Urza's Tower 
Yotian Soldier 


WISHRA © 


Crcle of Protection Artifacts 
Citanul Druid # Clockwork Avan 
Dragon Engine * Gaea's Avenger 

Golgothian Sylex * Martyrs of Karls 

Mishra’s Factory 
Mishra’s War Machine 
Mishra’s Workshop * Reconstruction 
Rocket Launcher ® The Rack 
“Transmutation * Weakstone 





card, butit gobbles up four resources wach time it's used. 


Ending the Game: If for some reason, all remamning 
players run out of resources, then the land has been laid to 
waste and the game sa draw. More likely, the game will 
‘end as soon as Mishra or Urza are killed. Once your Emperor 
Is dethroned, your kingdom has fallen. @ 





Artifact Blast + Artifact Possession 
Battering Ram * Candelabra of Tawnos 
Clay Statue « Detonate 
COreish Mechanics # Reverse Polarity 
Shatterstorm # Tawnos's Coffin 
‘Tawnos's Wand * Tawnos’s Weaponry 
Thskelion # Wall of Spears 


‘Araivian Archaeologist 
Argothian Treefolk 
Artitact Ward » Ashnod's Altar 
‘Ashnod’s Battle Gear 
Ashnod’s Transmogrant 
‘Cursed Rack * Energy Flux 
IWwory Tower Primal Clay 
Shapeshifter + Staff of Zegon, 
Titania's Song 





Yawgrnoth Demon 
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| DAVE'S DOUGOUT, INC. | | [/terien a 
CARDS AND COMICS _@pellGroun 


We specialize in 
TAR TREK-ING:CCG 
Singles - Starters - Boosters 
Boxes - Cases 
Pre-selling Beta Unlimited 
‘Same as the current white border, but with 
1995 copyright on all cards and approximately | 
eight cards with some text changes { 








The lte™ 
Protect your cards wth his 2054", 












Trading Card 
Games 





Also Coming Alternate Universe” 
The first 121-card expansion set! Both black 
and white border versions will be available. 
Call and reserve for the best prices! 
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1226 Solano Ave. Albany, CA 94706 
Phone # (510)524-7420 





FAX # (510)524-7182 
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We ship anywhere in the United States 
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Costly Magic 
powerhouses 
return. 


‘The MegioFourth Bilition {is out. 

The Shivan Dragon and Serra Angel are 
sill in So’s the Bottle of Suleiman. But what 
‘cards were reinstated? Nobody thought they’d 
bring back so many-—and what they took out 
‘may surpnse you. 


Black 

Wizard of the Coast evidently tned to give 
‘each color its most powerful creatures, and 
this is most evident in black, Carfion Ants 
(+1/#1 with any color mana) is arguably the 
best creature in the game, which explains the 
‘onginal’s $30-35 pce. 

‘Other huge returning creatures are Cosrric 
Horror (pre-Fourth value: $71), tied with Lord 
of the Pit for biggest black creature, and with 
first strike no less, and Arabian Nights’ useful 
Junun Efreet ($16), a low-cost fying 3/3. 

All reprinted cards will ose value, perhaps 
as much as one-third to one half. Who'd want 
to blow $35 on a Legends Carrion Ants except 
2 diehard collector? Even so, remember that 
the Shivan Dragon, available in the Revised 
and Fourth Editions, still goes for $15 ors 

HE looks like WotC was hit hard by enticism 
from old ladies groups upset about satanic rel- 
lerences, so gone are Dermonic Hordes, Demonic 
Tutor (), Contract from Below, Demonic Attor- 
ney, and the pentagram on Unholy Strength. 
‘Watch forthe price on Demonic Tutor to move 
rear $6. gives you any card from your library, 
and I've never seen a black deck without 


Bine 

The big creatures returning for blue are it 
tle weird, Time Elemental (pre-Fourth value: 
$535) lets you unsumimon your opponent’ per- 
‘manents, This creature was custorn-made for 
bblue’s manipulative style, 

The Lewathan ($9) from the recent Dark 
requires the sacrifice of two islands to untap or 
attack with i. That’s probably partly why WotC 
restated Twiddle ($6), allowing users to tap 
‘or untap anything. Since Twiddle is now com- 
‘mon, watch the earlier version's price plummet 

For variety’s sake, the nearly useless Since 
bad ($10) returns 

Not so useless were the discontinued Clone 
and Vesuvan Doppelganger. They helped 








A Fourth of @ Seller's Market 


impart a unique, enjoyable lavor, and | think 
blue is weaker overall without them. Watch 
for the Doppelganger to hit $20 soon. 


Green 

Killer Bees (pre-Fourth value: $28) are bald 
Atying creature rare in green that's pumpable 
with green mana must be in any green deck. 

‘will the Elven Riders ($12) become new 
{avontes for the greenies? Probably not Use- 
ful 3/3s that can only be blocked by walls and 
flyers, their casting costis high. 

The Fourth Edition Fog only stops combat 
damage, whereas the Revised Fog also stopped 
effects hike death-by-Baslisk. We'll all want the 
‘old one, but since there are billions out there, 
don't expect the price to nse, 

‘Most will miss Regrowth, but I'm tired 





‘The fun to-play Ball Lightning (pre Fourth 
value: $12) will have a strong fan following, 
since it’s a shortived trampling creature that 
can attack when frst summoned (and then ches). 
“The Crimson Manticore (511) i a pinger, and 
will be desirable as wel. Since Blood Lust ($10) 
isa commoner now, expect its price to plunge, 

Moye fast to get the now-dlscontinued Fork 
(815) if you don't have one. Everyone needs 
ability te copy any instant or sorcery- Much- 
sought-after before being cut, its pnce proba- 
bly won't siti the low teens Tor long. 

‘Weill also miss the 3/3 flying Roc of Kher 
Ridges, the Kird Ape (apparently too much 
creature at too litle cost for WotC), and the 
giant Rock Hydra. 


‘White 

WotC brought back whte'ssecone-bsggest 
creature, the Elder Land Wurm (preFourth 
value: $13). Everyone kes a 5/5, ur this Warr 
has a very high casting cost ina color known 
for weenies, and can't aitack until it blocks. 
Try Angty Mob ($4): i gets bigger on your 
turn if your opponents have swamps It can 
be even stronger with a Magical Hack. 

White is arguably the most powerful color, 
bot I guess it wasn't strong enough for Wet! 
They brought back Spirit Link ($19), giving 
‘yu life for each point of damage the target 
creature deals; and Divine Transformation 
($16), 13/13 to creatures (wowly; and the 
exotic COP: Artifacts ($13). 
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Artifacts and Lands 

“The neatestartfact creatures are back. The 9/9 Colossus 
of Sardia (pre-Fourth value: $20) is smaller than only 
LLenathan, and is back, along ith the scary Taskelion (513), 
‘which can ping three times, and the weird Tetrayus ($16), 
afer that can spit. into other flyers. 

Most expected the discontinuation of the Sel Ring 
too much mana too fast. Expect a modest price increase; 
like the Demonte Tutor, everyone needs one, The Fellwar 
Stone can’t fil ts shoes. We're also sad to see the Juggee 
nnaut ($2) go, Get some. 

We all love to play with Stip Mines (87), since they'te 
‘900d for destroying Mazes of th, and the Oasis ($6) heal 
sng ability useful, but we've lost the most important lands 
of al: the dual lands ($6-87 each), Since i's very dificult to 
play decks with three or more colors without them, they're 
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Let the Good Times Roll 
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45 good as gold now and may pass $15 faster than you can 
say, "Vhope the rumors of ice Age tnple lands are true.” 


‘When the dust settles, we may see a low-down in the 
market for cards, excuding cards they/ll never bring back — 
powerful OOPs lke Maxes, Black Lotus, and Time Walk, 
Since kee Age and especially Chronicles are caming soon, 
many people are eyeing good OOPS tke a Twinkie at 11 
‘am, Sure you're hungry, but lunch s corang soon, Be espe- 
cially wary of the Icy Manipulator. It was recently unre- 
stneted for tournament play (so now you ean have four of 
them and stil be touney-legal, and it’s rumored to be 
retuming in ice Age, wo 
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0 CONDITION GUIDE 


he following Induest game card price 
guide is as accurate and up-to-date as we could 
‘make t But values listed are only guides prices 
‘may vary depending upon the local availabilty 


and popularity of a card, 


‘Mints The border i perfectly even all around on 
both sides. Both faces are perfectly smooth, 
clean, and free of printer's marks. The colors are 
razor-sharp, and all of the original gloss is still 
there. Many cards right out of the pack fall short 
of Mint standards, No imperfections may be 
allowed in a Mint card, regardless of its age. 
Mint cards sell for more than the prices in this, 
‘guide; how much more depends on the card, 





Near Mint: Just short of perfect. A very small 
printer’s mark is acceptable, or two corners may 
be very slightly worn. Outstanding gloss and color 
‘The centering is 65/35 or better—thats, one bor- 
der may be 30% bigger than its counterpart. Prices 
in this guide are for Near Mint card 


Excellent: Excellent cards may have four 
slightly worn corners, 85/15 centening, and 
jagged or roughly cut edges. Excellent speci- 
mens may have a pnnter’s mark, poor focus, dis 

coloration or a slight lass af glass. Excellent cards 
sell for 50 to 70 percent of price guide listings. 


Good: A card that’s graded Good isn’t really 
good. It’s an OK card that got into a scuffle. 
Good cards sell for 15 to 30 percent of price 
guide stings. 


Paix: Remember what your mother told you 
about not saying anything at all f you can’t say 
something nice? Well, Fair cards sell for five to 
15 percent of price guide listings. 


so WQavesr 





Dog row or ok 6 


Poor: Poor cards are just that. They sel for less 
than five percent of price guide hstings. 


In this price guide, cards are either common, 
uncomman, or rare. Guess what? We've got a 
real simple abbreviation system for those words — 
check it out below. 
lcd 
Wha 
Reaee 


. Common 
++++-Uncommon 
+++ Rare 


POWER RATINGS 


~The Best. These cards should fit nicely into 
most decks. Frequently gamne-breakers, W’s often 
‘worth finding a way to include five-star cards. 





= Excelent. These are cards that go into win 
hing decks. They'renot always wocth going out of 
your way to accommodate, but if the fits nght, 
these cards should finda place in mast decks. 


~ Average. These cards generally round out 
a well-uned deck. Many three-star cards com= 
plement other cards in your deck. Which cards 
{you use from this category depend largely on your 
deck concept. 


Poor. This category includes many common 
creatures and spells that are aften passed over 
in favor of more powerful cards with similar costs 
or restrictions, 





‘The Worst. Cards that duplicate the abil 
ties of another card, but at a higher cost or other 
demand on the user; cards whose uses are very 
‘obscure, and may demand a difficult combina- 
tion to be useful; and cards that leave you wan. 

dering if there's a good use for ‘em, Usually, 
there isn't. 


— Inapplicable, These cards are basic 
recourees, You can’t win a game playing only 
these cards, but you can’t win without ‘em, either. 





“GALACTIC: 
EMPIRES... 


Limited quantities available (July release date) contact your Dealer now or call 
Companion Games at 1-800-49-Games for more information ! 
Other Galactic Empires expansion sets include Primary Edition a 440 card set 
(Available NOW!), New Empires a 210 card set(Available NOW!) and Time Gates a 
152 card set (forthcoming). 
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~The Games Gamers Play 











Mone of tne 


games gamers 


love to play 


Mysts 


a CD-ROM game 


by Rand and 


Ever wonder what game professionals play 
their spare time? They play games all day at work, 
50 what do they do ast for fun? 

Hf you're Steve Jackson, designer of Hina 
New Work Orde, the answer, not much. "Most 
what I'm playing these days is whatever the peo- 
pleat the convention fel ke playing," he admits. 
“What convention? Whichever ane mat: Because 
when I'm at home oF at the office | don’t have 
rnuch time for games, This is problem, and lm 
going to deal with 

Decipher President Warren Holland shares sim- 
ilar frustrations. "Spare tine? What spare ime? Well, 
the closest ve come to playing anything s Myst. As 
you can probably tl ftom the design of our Stor 
Trek The Next Gereratan Custnanble Cond Game, 
Ym a very visual person. 1 think Rand and Robyn 
Miller and the ret oftheir team have done a great 
Job with Mat considering the its of existing CO. 
ROM technology.” Anything ese? “Actually, Ihave 
been consuming in mass quantives eventhing Stor 
Wars in preparation for our Star Wors Customizable 
Card Gome corning i the fl.” 

Maybe Warren should get together with ti 

Simith, the Stor Wars line editor at West 

End Games. Despite hisaffection 

for auto racing vdeo games 

("I'm dying to buy a Pen- 

tiun justo play NASCAR 

Rocing”), Bill remains a 

loyal Star Wars rle- 

player. "It’s more 
than ajob, tsa way 
of fe” He asohas @ 
sot spot for Costle 
Foskenstein, 











Lester Smith, a staff 
designer for 3 relaxes wth the 
Stor Wors and Vampire: The Mos- 
auerede roleplaying games, 25 well asthe 
Jyh card game, “Ws eveshing to play some- 
‘one else's stuf” he says. "And | like to keep up 
wath other camparies.” 

‘Another avid roleplay, ick Wale, the pub 
Isher of Aber Diels Role Poyng, has maintained 
2 Thunay right campaign for nearly 17 years. 
‘amemaster my Dragonerght fantasy campaign, 
with my own wei rules hls extracuiculr 
gaming n't confined ta raeplaying, “The finest 





holds-barred game of Bridge, “the non-callectible 



































full game, start to finish, takes under an hour to 


jore lke 40 minutes if| get to be a 

rand (2) there are no early winners, 
since the ultimate outcome isn’t known until the 
final counting up.” 

Kevin Slembieda, president of Palladium Books 
and the author of the Rifts and Robotech games, 
agrees. "Acquire is my favorite board garne of all 
‘ime. In fact, we used to have an Acquire night once 
a week.” Kevin also enjoys basketball and other ath- 
letic pursuits, “probably because I sit on my bat- 
{tom for eight to 16 hours every day, so its nice to 
run around for a change.” 

Don Perrin, co-designer of the Star of the 
‘Guardians card game, is also a board game afi 
ionado, with a fondness for multiplayer military 
‘Smulatons lke Shogun. "Recently, with the advent 
of the collectible trading card game, my gaming 
hhas taken a somewhat different form,” he says. “It 
there's only a half-hour to play, Fl play a quick 
‘game of Magic: The Gothering.” Once a week, he 
and Margaret Weis, his significant other and fellaw 
Star of the Guordios mastermind, engage in a no- 


game.” 
Margaret’ addiction to Bridge 
an in college. "My frends 
| played in the student 
ons for hours each 
1" she reals, “pause 
pg only to. go to class— 
jost of the time. | 
member one mer 
of our group who 
Skipped a fina because 
PP he had such a great 
hand; he couldn't 
leave.” She now plays 
Bridge on the computer, 
along with a game called 
Empire, whighas seen her 
through some tg mien, 
When Iwas reali 
for breast cancér ast year, Dor ad | 00k iy Power 
bok portable Mac computer aid played Frpwe 
‘while | was hooked up to te machine. The game 
{ook my ming off the fact that they Were puniping 
Polson into my Velins. The, nurses really enjoyed 
‘watching the graphics on the screen, They trled to 
convince him t let me win: “ho 
‘He never ci” . 


board game in the word, in my not-so-humbie, 
‘opinion, is AcquiresAs@ game designer, | marvel at 
[ust how eleganf ibis © play. © fisider that (1) a 


rhea Oars AN MAF Hh tn ce 
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The battle begins .. . 


Lis BS As 





In the frozen wilderness of the Ice Age, 
you will face powerful wizards, 
battle savage beasts, 
and encounter heroic warriors. 


Ice Age™ is an all-new environment that can be played as a stand-alone 
trading card game or as an expansion for Magic: The Gathering™. 


ea —_| 
* 60-card starter deck $7.95 © 15-cord beoster pack $2.45 
10 ig ay nf DS ee Fs tm fe» Med pt 3 Sn 


1h.1993, Wizards of the Coast revolutionized card games.with WYACIC. 
This summer, WotC’s Alte Ego” Design Group will fedefine roleplaying with 



























Sebin thellimitless 
worlds of fantastic 


Imeigination, GUeRUAY 
relies On imagery ang 
symbols to create. 
dramatic stofies of 
fate and fortune, 


The'worlds of GVERWAY 
move Under the 


guidaice of primal, 
metaphysical forces, 
Humans understand 
these foites througir’ 
the Fortune Deck, 
a'set of thirty-six, 
unique,.symbolic 
colds) These cards 
‘guide the life of 
your character 
‘and the play of 


*he game: 





Protective Measures Turn Dange! 
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